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TO THE 


KING. 


| dad Now moſt humbly pre- 
d SY ſent to Your Majeſty, a 
| dd Sermon,” which it was 


9 Ve Your Gracious "_" 
to command me » ſome months ſmce, 


make Public. | 
N Ca 3) | TM 


——__r 


The Epiſtle | Dedicatory. 


That T have not ſhewn my Obedience 
ſooner, T have nothing to. plead for my 
excuſe, but iny Zeal for the (auſe , of 
which Your Majeſty is the Defender. T 
daily faw Your Majeſty give great and 
eminent Proofs of a  #m Reſolution to 
maintdin the Church of England againſt 
ber implacable Enemies. eAnd it was, 
I thought, an honeſt «Ambition of mine, 
to have theſe Papers come forth, as 
Serviceable, as I could make ſo ſmall a 
thing, to chat Your Majefties moſs WH ſe, 
and 'P1ous  cafegs. 


|! 4 this oh having undertaken We - 
eampare our (ſhurch with theirs, in _ 


the Subſtantial parts, of. Religion; £ 
Fagy it near, that theſe, Truths, 
| * which 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


which could be little more than pro- 
pos'd when they were preached, ſhowd 
| here be confirmd with Ya Ce - 


Monies. 


W's bo I have - d ta \ da, vith 
fuch ſtrength of Ws uthorities , and faith- 
fulneſs of Quotations; that, T have ſome 
confidence, the Work it ſelf will be the 
more uſeful, for the ſlowneſs of the per- 
formance. 'T hope it will' be the leſs 
liable to the Cavils of. our Partial Ad- 
verſaries; and the fitter to Convince 
thoſe among them, who ſhall read it, 
without the blind prejudices of their 
Prieſts, and with the uſual Candor of 
Engliſh Gentlemen, 


They 


The Hom Dedicatory. 


They a are thoſe of whoſe ACP 70n, 
| confe fe, | 1 have never deſpair d, and 
now I expeft 'it- more than ever; Since | 
it has pleaſed God to deteit the wicked 
praflices of thoſe Zelots, who, to ſet 
up their bloody Chair, would not ſpare to 
Subvert the moſt merciful Throne in ' Fe 
< wall ET | | 


| Mayi it pleaſe vo Majly, 
"Jam + 

| Your Majeſties moſt loyal 

fl and dutiful L 

| Subje and. Servant 


TW. Log 


5 E R MON 


AcCTSs.1l. 42. 


eAnd they continued ſtedfaſtly, mthe Apo- 
' les Dottrin, and Fellowſhip and m 
Breaking of Bread, and in Prayer. 


HQcnc$ Hcy of whom this is ſaid, 
F > were that Multitnde of Peo- 
kGCY) plc whom the Apoſtles firſt 
wes converted to the Chriſtian 
WM Faith. All together in one 
TEThEeS word, they are called the 
Church in he laſt verſe of this Chapter. Which 
being obſerved, it will ſoon appear what we 
are to learn from theſe words. .'\. 
They teach us, Firſt, What the Church of 
Chriſt was in the Apoſtles days, 
A-2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, What Church is now a true Mem- 

ber or Branch of it. 

Thirdly, That, having ſuch a Church, it is 

our duty to continue in lt. 

Accordingly in my diſcourſe on theſe words, 
I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you, 

Firſt; a deſcription of that Original Church 
by all it's Tokens and Characters ; which are 
deſcribed in my Textto have been, | 

Firſt, the Apoſtles Doftrin, 

Secondly, their Fellowfhip, 

Thirdly,cheir Sacraments, Breaking of Bread, 

Fourthly, their Worſhip of God, and Prayers. 

Secondly, I ſhall conſider wha Church in. 
our days hath thoſe Charaters of the Origi- 
nal Church. I ſhall ſhew, they are very con- 
fuled in that Church which will own them 
in no other : They are through Gods blef- 
ſing, in great Purity and PerfeAion in our 
Church. 

Laſtly, T ſhall ſhew that it is the Duty of 
eyery Chriſtian to continue ſtedfaſtly ; firſt 
in the Church that hath theſe Characters, and 
ſecondly in theſe things that are the Characters 
of the Church, and thirdly to live ſutably co 
them in his whole Cranaladen, | 


Firſt, 


BH.YL 


OD —— 
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Firſt, before I ſpeak of the Characters of a 
true Church, I ought to ſhew in tew words 
whar ic is that is to be known by them. | 

The Church, Ecclefia, among Chriſtifins in 
the largeſt ufe of the word, is the whole 
Mulcitude of Believers joyned together in one 
Body or Society under one Head Jeſus Chriſt. 

In the Nicene Creed itis called, the Catholic 
Apoſtolic Church. Apoſtolic, becauſe it was plan- 
ted at firſt by the Apoſtles, and ſtill retains 
the Characters of their Original Church. Ca- 
tholic, that is, Univerſal; (for that is the plai- 
ner Engliſh word,) becauſe it is made up of 
all thoſe Particular Churches, of which every 
one hath theſe Characters in my Text, and is 
therefore a true part of the Catholic or Uni- 
verlal. 

For the word Catholic, as fond of it as they 
are now in the Roman Church, If any Chriſti- 
an of Rome, for lome ages after Chrift, had 
heard any one lay 1 am a Catholic, he would 
not have been able to- have gueſt what Religi- 
on he had meant. But when the Greeks had 
uſed the word #%2w* in their language ; 
Firſt, to diſtinguiſh the Chriſtian Church as ex- 
rending to all Nations, from the Jewiſh which 
was confined to. one Nation in particular , Af- 

A 2} ter 
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terwards to diſtinguiſh the Common Chriſti- 
anity, which was in all parts of che World, 
from that of a Se& which ſprang up in 
ſomes particular Country : After this, the 
word Catholic was taken up: by them of the 
Roman Church. . And in procels of time they 
came to diſtinguiſh -rhemiclves by ir, from the 
Grecks, and trom thoſe of the other Eaſtern 

Churches that firſt uſed it. | 
It could not but ſeem very ſtrange to the 
Greeks, to lee them of-the Roman Church, 
whole Communion extended no farther at 
that time, than only to. the Welt part of Eu- 
rope ; -that| they ſhould call the Roman Church 
the Catholic, or Univerſal, in Oppotition to the 
Grecks, and to all ether Chriſtians, that then 
poſleſt, not only all the reftgof this Europe, 
but all that was -Chriftian in Afric and Aſia 
beſides. |But this-1s nor : ſtrange to any one 
that conſiders, how natural it 1s for men of 
any Sect ro make a great Buſineſs about 
Words. As theyare apt t0 beftow the worſt 
words they can find upan their Adverſaries, ſo 
with the ſame Partialicy they are ready to ap- 
propriate the good ones to themſelves. - Thus 
che Jews will have none but themſclves to be 
the children of Abraham. The "Turks will have 
none 


— —— 
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none but themlelves to be called Muſulmans, 
Believers, The Arrian Hererics, in their Day, 
would allow none bur chemlelves to be Catholics, (a) Lucifer, 


(a)it chey of che Roman Communion will be the Vo” mw 
: ONft.\./o1. 


—_—-- 


only Carholics now, who can help it 2 But-we 14;.p411.8. 


{hall nor allow itthem, ll they can prove all 1555.p. 79. 
other Chriltians to, be Schiſmatics, ' and us in i PE 
particular ; Which will becried in the iſſue of 41 primo 
this Diſcourſe. | — 
The mean while to give the word its Origi- tenis 1. 77. 
nal uſe, the Catholic Church (asI have ſhewn) beginning. 
fignifes the Univerlal. And by the Univerſal ONES! 
Church (b) we mean that which from this Head (00k *s: 
in my Text came to diſperſe it ſelf into all cats is | oth 
parts of the inhabired World. The Original _ ts 
of this Church Univerſal was that Church cc 1.1 
which the Apoſtles planted farlt at Jeruſalem; #5 beginning. 
Therein followins. the Command of our Sa- 
viour who bade them, Go, preach to all Nations, Luke xxiv. 
beginning at Jeruſalem. "The Body of this Uni- *” 
verſal Church confifts of all thoſe, whether 
National, or Leſs, that are called Particu- 
lar Churches. Which were either derived 
from that Original Church in that age; ſuch 
as were, thole ſeven Churches of Aſia, and 
the reft which are mentioned in Scripture : 
or that have been derived from them by 


any 


/ 


bs 


8 AID 
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— 


any after Converſion, in whatſoever Country 
or Age. 

Thele Particular Churches are many, as the 
parts of the Body are many. And asallthoſe 
parts together are one Body, ſo all theſe Par- 
ticular Churches make up one Univerſal. One 
I fay, in both reſpets, -both as being deri- 
ved from one ſource, that Original Church ac 
Jeruſalem : And allo One, as being united to. 
gether in thoſe Common Characters, by which 
that Original Church is deſcribed in this Text. 

Thoſe Characters are four, which I come 
now to conſider particularly ; The Apoſtles 
Doctrin, and Fellowſhip, and Sacraments, 
and Prayers. | 

The pl is the Apoſtles Doctrin, the Do- 
Erin of Faith ; and not the Inward Belief, but 
the Outward Profeſlicn of it. "The Inward Be- 
lief is required to make us true Chriſtians, bur 
the Outward Profeſſion makes us Members of 
a true Church. And as it can be no true Church 
that has not a Public Profeſſion of the Apoſtles 
Doctrin , fo it can beno ſound Church that 
embraces any other for the Do&rin of Faith, 
then what was received from the Apoſtles. 

Now their Do&trin, at this time referred to 
in my 'Fext, was no other than what they 


preached 
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preached as the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt. Burt conſj- 
dering how long ago it was that they preached , 
how many ages have paſt fince; and eſpecial- 
ly what ages they have been ; many ages toge- 


- ther, of Darkneſs and groſs Ignorance, as they 
- cannot but know, that are any thing acquainted ()V. Card. 
© with (a) Hiſtory ; I ſay, after ſo many extreme B2197- an- 
- 1gnorant Apes, it is impoſſible we ſhould have = 00. 
at known what was preached by the Apoſtles, &c- 
0. unkebs ic had been alſo delivered in writing, and 
ch unleſs thoſe writings had been brought down 
ct, ro our Hands. And, bleſled be God ! there 
ne was ſuch a Delivery, in the Books of the New 
les Teſtament. In which Books, the Apoſtles 
ts, bearing witneſs, as they do, tothe Scriptures 

of the Old Teſtament, that they were (b) writ- (52Timiii, 
Jo- ' ten by Divine Inſpiration, and that they (c) are mn Ny 
but able to make us wiſe to Salyation through Faith in (c)zTim.iii. 
Be- Fejus Chriſt ; and delivering the Faith in Jeſus '*: - 
bur Chriſt, as they do, in their own writings, to 
's of the end (d) that all men may believe on bim to (4)Joh. xx. 
arch Eternal life , "Therefore in theſe Books of the 3": 
{tles Old and New Teſtament together, we have 
that a Standard of the Apoſtles Do&trine, and we 
aith, have not the like for any other than what is 
U written in theſe Books. 
ed to 


B Here 
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Here is all that we can ſurely call the Do- 
frine of the Apoſtles, unlets we know more 
than the Fathers of the Primitive Church. 
They through whoſe hands this Doctrine muſt . 
paſs, before it could come into ours, knew no- 
thing but what they had in the Scriptures. This 
was conſtantly their Standard and Rule of all things, 

<+)Chryſolt, 12 che words of St. Chryſoftom (a) Who ſays a- 
in 2Cor- gain, (b) Ml things that are neceſſary, are plain 
_ and manifeſt in the Scriptures. So St. Auſtin ſays, 
Tom. Ill. (c) All things that belong to Faith or Life are to be 
P- 524-43. found in plain places of Seripture. St.Baſul ſaith, (d) 
)Idem in Pelieve thoſe things that are written, inquire not into 
2 Theſl. things that are not written. St. Jerom,(e) Non credi- 
ay I, mus quia.non legtmus ; we believe no more than we. 
6.23419. read. In like manner ſay many. other of the 


; - - Ss 
(c) Aug. de Father 


Dodtr. Chriſtiana.7, 2. c 9. Edit. Bafil, 1541. Tom. HI. Col. 25,D. Is iis 
enim, OC. * EIT 


(4) Baſil. M. Hom. 29. Edit. Parif. 1618, Tom. I. p. 623.C. 
Ce) Hicron. adv, Hlvid. Edit. Balil. 1524. Tom. II. p. 13.B. 


And though they did ſometimes quote 
the Apoſtles Traditions, for Ritual things ; 
yet in. matters of Faith, if they prave any 
thing from Tradition, it is either the Writ. 
ren Tradition of Scripture ; of if Unwritten, 

tis 
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"tis no other than the Creed (as it wereeaſie to 

ſhew in many Inſtances.) (a) And withal they () Iren. 
believed there was nothing in the Creed bur _ jag 
what they could prove from the Scriptures ; alii paſſin. 


and they did prove it from the Scriptures upon 


occaſion in every Particular. (b) (b)Cyprian. 

Teftim. ad 
Quirinum. lib. 1. 6 2. proving all things of Faith and Life from the Scripture. 
Conſtantin. M. apud Theodorit. Hitt, Eccl. 1. 1. c. 7, Edit. Valeſ. p. 25.D. 
Offers the Scriptures for deciding- all Controverſies tonching the Faith. $0 Atha- 
nafius and others prove every diſputed Article. And when the Heretics prodmed 
Tradition on their ſide, the Fathers always beld them tothe Scriptures, 


So that in their Judgment, it is not only a 
ſufficient, but the only Meaſure of the Do- 
rin of the Apoſtles. And by this we may 
judg (as to matter of Do&rin) who are, and 
who are not Members of the Apoſtolical 
Church. 

The next CharaQer is this, that they conting- 
ed in the Apoſtles Kowwrixz. Or Fellowſhip ; a word 
that has diverſe ſenſes in Scripture. In this 
place it ſeems to be the ſame as Society. They 
were in the Apoſtles Society or Communion. 

Now to continue in their Society (confider- 
ing what they were, men deputed by Chrift 
for the Governmeat of his Church ,) it could be 
no othes than to continae as Members of that 
Body which Chriſt put under their Govern- 
ment, B 2 But 


of Sms 


\ (a) Mat. 
| XXViilt. 20. 


(b) Mat. x. 
4 Os 


c)ACt i. 20. 


28, 
Luke xxi11., 


- Z©s 


But how can any be ſo now? 'they being 
dead ſo many Ages fince, and their Govern- 


- menc ſo long fince expired with them. No, 


their Government is not expired, though they 
are. For it wasto continue (a) tl the end of 
the World. So that accoraing to the common 
ſaying among the Jews, Whoſoever one ſends be- 
ins as himſelf : So our Saviour having ſent the 
Apoſtles laith, (b) Whoſoever receives you, receives 
me ; In like manner, whoſoever were ſent 
by the Apoſtles, were as themſelves, And 
wholocyer continued in their Fellowſhip, were 


in the Fellowſhip of the Apoſtles. 


- Now their Goverament is declared to have 


been 'Emaom, their Biſhopric. (c) And in this 
Office they were equal among theraſelves ; as 
our Saviour deſcribes them, fitting on twelye 
Thrones, and: judging the twelve Tribes of 
Tirael. (d) 

It 1s obſervable that this was after his Pro- 
miſe to St. Peter, Mat. xvi. 16, &c.. Which 
Promiſe I conſider, by. the way, becauſe *ris 
ſo much preſſed by the: Romaniſts, to prove a 
Power, which Chriſt had given St. Peter over 
the reſt of the Apoſtles. If Chriſt had truly 
Given it, we muſt then have conſidered, whe- 
ther St. Peter left any Succeſlors in that Power ? 

| And 


%””. 
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And if ſo; why not St. John the Apoſtle by 
Survivance 7 why nor th Biſhop of the un- 
doubted Mother- at feruſalem? Why 


not the Biſhop of ſome other City, where the 
Scripture has aſſured us that St. Peter Preacht ? 

rather than of Rome, where if he did preach, 

we have not a word of itin Scripture. Theſe 

and ſundry more ſuch Queſtions would have 

riſen upon that FHpotbeſis, of ſuch a Power ' 

given to S. Peter. Bur ir is out of Queſtion 

that the Apoſtles never {o underſtood thole 

words of Chriſt. They knew of no Power 

that was promiſed to St. Peter more than to 
themſelves in that Text. For ater this, (a) they (a) Matth. 
were at ſtrife among themſelves who ſhould 2 1 
be chief. After this, (6) they diſputed it again (5) wat. 
and again : and Chriſt chid them every time, Luk-xxi 24 
bur never told them, I have promiled ir to 

Peter, Nay it appears that Chriſt did nor 

intend it, by his open Declarations to the 
contrary ; "That (c) i ſhould not be among them, (c) Mat.xx. 
as in Secular Kingdoms and Monarchies. Ir pe ag 
appears more plainly in the fulfilling of his Luke xxii. 
Promiſe. For he both ordained the reſt 25 

with S.Peter, (d) without any Difference ; And (4) Joh. xx. 
when they all together had received the **9*7" 
Holy Ghoſt, in this Chapter, St. Peter ſtood 


B. 2 up 


De ee aries 
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up with the eleven, ver. 14. Andupon him and 
them Chriſt built his Church ; even all theſe 
who continued, not only in his, but m the Fel- 
lowſhip of all the Apoſtles. 

Now if all the Apoſtles were equal in 
their Emaom or Government, then it is cer. 
cain that their Succeſlors muſt be ſo in like 
manner. Though one mult have Precedence 

(4) Uſually, before other, for Order's ſake ; as St. Peter | 
but not al- had (a) uſually among the Apoſtles, when 
77 > Link they were together : And though one may 
$:. James, be above others, in the ſame National Church, 
being Bi-'p as all Primats are, by Human Laws; Yer 
Precedence. NONe, by the Law of God, hath Authority 
Adt.xv. Gal. oyer others; I ſay none among their Succef- 
9: ſors, any morethan among the Apoſtles them- 
\ dog ſelves. So St. Cyprian (b) declares oftentimes 
Eccl.c. 3. in his Writings. Not to mention the like, as 


Edit. Parif. : as 
: whhorls might, from many other of the Fathers. 


The other Apoſtles were alſo that which Peter was, they bad anequal ſhare both of 
Honor and of Power. 
| Epiſt. 51,P. 80, Every Biſhap orders his own affairs, and is to give account to God. 


Epilt. 54. Þ. 95. Every one has his own Flock to govern, of which he is to 


give account to G od. 


Conc. Carth. de Bapt, Hzret. p. 353. No Biſhop can be judged by ano- 
ther, or can judg another. But we all wait for the Judgment of Chriſt, who is 


the only One that has Power, both to put us into the Office, and to jindg of onr 
-barge of it. " 


Now 


_— a 
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Now the Biſhops in after times,tn their ſeveral 
Churches, were undoubtedly held to bethe Suc- 
ceſſors of the Apoltles (a). We have as great a 
confent among the Antients for this, as we have Py OG be 


for the Obſervation of the Lord's Day. And It is tra Hereſes. 
evidentfrom the (b) Primitive Wricers, that they |: JI < 3: 

| ; : gs. < Wecan reckon 
lookt upon Communion with their Bifhops 45 


#Þ them who 


Communion with the very Apoſtles. They held 5y te 4ps- 


: | 20P". *  (tles were 
. ic the Duty of every Chriſtian, ro obey them in \'*7, Biſhops 


Spiritual things; "They held it the Duty of every inthe ſevera! 
Biſhop, to govern and feed his own Flock , P**- 
To atrend to that only, and not to uſurp upon ya, py. 
his Brethren ; Burt all, as occaſion ſerved, to do carpus, /y 


all good Offices one for another, and to join "= Fo 
their endeavours for the common Concern- , theChurch 


ments of the Church (c). And for them fo # Smyrna 


Tertullian. de Prezſcript. c. 36. Edit. Parif. 1641. p. 24.5. Rm over the A- 


poſtolic Churches, in which are yet the very Chairs of the Apojtles. Te have Corinth. 
Ye have Ephcſus. Te have Philippi. - Ye have Rome. 


Cyprian. Epilt. 26. p. 42. Chriſt ſaid to Peter, - Thou art Peter, and IT will 
give thee the Keys, &c. Prom thence by courſe of times and ſucceſions, is derived 
the Ordination of Biſhops in the Church, | 

Epift.7 4-p+163. The Bifhyps bave ſucceeded the Apoſtles being ordained in their ftead. 


| (b) Epiſt. 68.p. 136. The Church is a People united to their own Biſhop, and a 
Flock, adbering to their own Paſtor. 


(c)Epiſt.66.p.128, To Steven Biſhop of Rome. T herefore, my dear Brother.there 

14 a nmmerons vidy of Biſhops united together by the bond of Concord and Unity} that 

if anyone of our College ſhould attempt to make a Set and to tear and ſpoil the Flock 

of Chrift.the reſt may come in to help, and as good and compaſſionate Shepherds may ga- 
ther the- Lord's ſheep into the flock. 


ro 
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ro govern the Church, and for the People ts 
live under their Government, in Spiritual 
things; This was to live in the Fellowſhip of the 
Apoſtles, which 1s the Second Chatacter in my 
Text. 

The third is the Participation of the ſame 
Sacraments. One only is mentioned in m 
Text, - that is the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup. 
per. For being already baptized, they had : 
no more occaſion for Baptiſm ; But that be- 
ing ſpoken of before ver. 41. I therefore men- 
tion both thele Sacraments. 

The ule of both theſe, inthe Apoſtles times, 
was a Character and Token of the Chriſtian 
Church. Thus St. Paul, 1 (or. xii. 13. menti- 
ons both theſe Sacraments, as the Inſtruments 
and Means by which we are united to Chriſt. 
By one Spirit we are all baptized into one Body, 
and we have all been made to drink into one Spi- 
rit. | 

Both theſe Sacraments they received of 
Chriſts own Inſtitution, who required them 
to be uſed in all Agesof the Church; to be 
adminiſtred to all it's Members by every 
Church. And that in the ſame manner as 
they were inſtitured by Chriſt; I mean asto 
all the Efſential parts of the Sacraments. 

| How- 


t'S. 
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However Ceremonies or Rites may be varied; 
yet in their Eſſencial parts they are of perpecual 
Obligation. , . 

For Baptiſm, when it was inſtituted by our 
Saviour for the Admiſion of Members into his 
Church, he ſaid thus to his Apoſtles, (a) Go, c.) mat, 
make Diſciples, (that is, Chriſtians, ) of all Nations, mon. 19. 
Baptizing them, in the name of the Father, and of the ing TrEt 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. And thus doing, Ples, ſo Acts 


(b) Lo Tam with you till the end of the World. hr any ” 
| Diſciples, rs 
as much to ſay as Chriſtians. ACts $1.26. (b) Matt. Xxviii. 20, 


And for the Lords Supper, he adminiſtred 
it himſelf ro his Diſciples, (who were then not 
in Orders, for it was before his Death, and he 
did not ordain them till after his Reſurrection. ) 
And adminiſtring the Sacrament to them, who 
were not in Orders, (c) He took Bread, and (©) Mate. 
bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it to them, ſaying, 2% 
Take, eat, this is my Body, and what follows. Lu. xxii.19. 
(d) He gave them the Cup in like manner, ſay. ! <-*t 
ing, Drink ye all of it. This is my Blood, or this | 


x (4) Matt. , 
Cup ts the New Teſtament in my Blood. xxvi. 28, 
Accordingly it was done in the Church inthe Mr 19-24 


uke KXxt1l 


Apoſtles times. The Apoſtle calls it the Bread un — Gem 
and the Cup which they received in the Sacra- xi. 25 
ment, never otherwiſe ; though Spiricually 

C and 


y0 $ ermon  * 


and. Sacramentally the Body and Blood of 

8 Chriſt, yet Bread and Wine in its Natural and 
"il (a) 1.Cur, Bodily ſubſtance. He ſays, (a) The Cup which 
{ms «16. * we bleſs is it not the Communion of the Blood of 
Chriſt? And the Bread which we break 15 it not the 
It - Communion of the Body of Chriſt * No doubt. we 
iis | have the Mind of Chrilt in theſe words.. It is 
iff properly the Communion of His Body and Blood, 

which we receive in this Sacrament. - And ac- 
cording to his Law they are conveyed to us, 
under the Elements of Bread and Wine. For 
{o the Apoſtle tells us, that, even after Conſe- 
cration, It is Bread which we. break ; It 1s Bread 
it which we partake ; It 1s Bread that we eat in this 
{|| > \ Sacrament. Which laſt thing he ſays three. 
| +4): Cor,x, {Mes together, in three Verſes. (b) In like 
it 36,17. & xi, MANNET It Was properly Wine which remained 
|; 26, 27,25. in the Cup, even after Conſecration. So it was 
| Cc) Matt. 4 | | 

| Xxvi. 29, Called by our Saviour, (c) the fruit of the Vine, 
| Mar, xiv.25. and this Frnit; even the ſameof which he had 
if | ſaid, This #s my Blogd, And, as he ſaid to his 
i} 'd) Matt. Apoſtles, being Laymen,. (4) Drink ye all of it ; 

il 2 Mak and as St. Mark obſerves, (e) They all drank of it, 

xiv.23, ſodidall other inthoſe times, as well Laity as 

[i Clergy. 1 Cor. xit. 13. We are all made to drink 

into one Spirit. 


— 
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*Tis obſervable, the whole Sacrament there 
is called drinking, as here the whole Sacrament 
is called Breaking of Bread. 

And the Sacrament being thus inſtitured by 
Chriſt, being thus adminiſtred by his Apoltles, 
and being thus received in- his Church, was 
to continue till Chriſts coming again. So rhe 
Apoſtle ſaith expreſly. 1 Cor. xi. 26. So that 


here's a third Characerof an Apoſtolic Church; | 


to continue the uſe of thoſe Sacraments which 
they uſed, and that in all the Eſſentials of them, 
according to Chriſt's own Inſtitution. | | 
A fourth Character in this Text is Prayer, 
2e99vgzis, In the Plural Number , thatis, not 
one or. two, but many, and oft. And it ap- 
pears they were publick Prayers, by what fol. 
lows, ver. 46. T hey continued daily with one accord 


- 
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in the Temple. There the Apoſtles uſed to meet 


after Chriſt's Aſcenſion into Heaven. They 


were continually in the (a) Temple praiſing and ( 


bleſing God. "They were conſtantly there inthe 
times of Devotion, as may appear from As 
111.1. and other places. They continued this 
Practice as long as the Jews would ſuffer them ; 


till they drove them away from their Temple 


and Synagogues. Afcer which, theſe firſt Chri- 
ſtians had Aﬀemblies elſewhere, as we read 
Afts XVni. 17. C 2 In 


a_) Luke 
XIV. 53: 


— 


eA Sermon 
In which Aſſemblies, what they prayed, and 
what they did beſides praying, we have no 


(a) Plin. lib. particular account in Holy Scripture. Bur we 


X.Epili. 97. have in thoſe Writers that lived within the Age 
(by Ju of the Apoſtles. That is, in an Epiſtle of 
M. Apol.lI. ; Ap 
Edit. Paris the Younger Plmy to Trajan, (a). and in St. Ju- 
1536.p. 97» ſtin Martyr's ſecond Apology. (b) 
> pl? ip, There we find in Pliny, (c) that they did 
Carmen Chriſto quaſi Deo dicere jecum in vicem. They 
ſpoke Verles, anſwering one another by turns , 
as we ſpeak the Reading Plalms, I know not 
how he could better exprels it. 
And, faith Juſtin Martyr, they read Leſſons 
C4) Juſtin out of the Apoſtles, and our of the Prophets; (d) 
mid.p93.D. And when the Reader had done the Bithop 
Preached, 5Ppoxaw, either the Biſhop, or the - 
chief Miniſter. 
Then they roſe up all together, and prayed. 
They had, faith Juſtm Martyr, Kowas evyas, Com- 
Ce) P.97.C: mon Prayers. ( Thoſe are his Words. ) '(e) In 
(f)F.64D. which they prayed for themſelves, and for 
Ce) P. 97.C. Meir Pr: TRAN ' 1 
and for all o- their Princes, (f) and for all others that were 


thers every [iyins (g ) with them. "They prayed only to 


where, 1h? God, (b) ſaith Juſtin Martyr twice. (i) 


we may learn 
3he truth, &c. (h) p.63.D. Ns A x) mv Otey worky Af ego?) 5mws imerrey, 


ceizmov, Megicy evToAil £57, Kvetuy & Ot8y enegoxuniions;, X, auTy ure Aarpdoes, p. 64. D. 


30sy. ©e%y ul wdvoy mermwbuls: (7) P.97.D.& 98.D, 
| This, 
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__ This,cogether with the Adminiſtration of the * 
Sacraments, and their gatherings for the poor, 
is all the Account they give us of their Mcet- 
ings. Which account being gtven much with- 
in fifty years of the Apoſtles times,we may rea- 
fonably conclude it was the manner of* their 
Prayers, the uſe whereof was the fonrth Cha- 
rater in our Deſcription of the Apoſtolick 


. Church. 


Beſides theſe you ſee my Text hath given us 
no other : and therefore whoſoever would 
make ſure of ſuch a Church , he may do well 
ro judg of it by theſe Characters, being all that 


the Apoſtles have given us. 


Bur if theſe were the Notes of a true Charch 
in the Apoſtles times, what mean they of the 
Now Roman Church, to require any other ? Or '_ 
. what would they have that cannot content 
themſclves with theſe? Sure their hearts miſ- 


give them that theſe are not for their turn 


- Ls 


Either they have them not,or others have them 
as well as they : And therefore they chooſe ra- 
ther to inſiſt upon thoſe , which they can hope 


to appropriate to their own Faction, 


It is not worth the while, in this Place, to 


reckon up the fifteen Notes of a true- Church 


(a Bellarmin 
2 de Caonciliis 


which (a) Bellarmin gives us. All which, are & Kecte64 


either 19. 4: 
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Either common to other Societies, as well as a 

'true Church ; or if they are proper to ſuch a 
Churth, they are c[{ewhere no leſs, nay, much 
more in iome others, than in theirs. 

As for the Efſential Properties, here in my 
Text, they are but four, and thoſe are from an 
Infallible Authority, The like whereof cannot 
be ſhewed for any other. Therefore our Church 
deſires nothing more than to be tried by theſe 
Tokens. If the ſame way of Tryal does not 
pleaſe them ſo well in the Roman-Church, we 
cannot wonder at it, for theſe make no way 
for them, bur againſt them in every Particular. 
I ſhall make a ſhort Proof of it, trying their 
Catholic Church ( as they call ic ) by theſe 
Characters ofthe Primitive Apoſtolick Church. 

And firſt for the Dofrine of the Apoſtles. If 
the Publick Profeſſion of that, without any o- 
ther, be required of any true Church ; and if 
the Scriptures contain all the Doctrine of the 
Apoſtles, as it was firmly believed by the Fa- 
thers in the Primitive Church : How come 
they -of the Roman Church to find out ſo many 
Dodtrines, of which there is no mention in the 
Scripture, nor in any of the Primitive Fathers * 
In what place were they kept, to be made 
known in after-times, that were not known to 

| | them 


FI 
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them that lived in or near the Apoſtles times ? 

But they have I know not how many ſuch 
Dodtines, and they are properly Do&trines of 
their (hurch. They are declared by their Coun- 
cils,with moſt dreadful Anathemas to all choſe 
that ſhall preſume to deny them. We ſee they 
Unchurch us ; we know what they have done 
more,and may gueſs what they would do more 
tro us, for denying them. Burt they have them in 


their Creed, the Creed that is [worn by all their 


Clergy. (a) They ſwear firſt the old Nicen, and (a ) In the 


form of Pro- 


| add to that the new Roman Creed : They con- elk af 


clude it in theſe terms, Hanc eſſe veram Catholi- feribed by 


cam Fidem extra quam nemo ſalvus eſſe poteſt. (b) _ Lo 


. That this is the true Catholick Faith, without Decree of the 


which no man can be laved. ane # 
Whar a horrible thing is this, to couple to- x$1y. He. 


gether, I believe in God, and m our Lord Jeſus cret. de Re- 
Chriſt , with T believe the Dotrines of Tranfub- wm. GAP- Is 


I d _ . 
ſtantiation, Auricular Confeſ$ion, Image-Worſhip Pur. 


gatory, Indulgences, and what not? ſome of = 
which things ſome of themſelves do confeſs, (c) (5 Con6 


are notfo muchas once mentionedin Scripture ; Tom. XIV. 

Col. 946. B. 

(c)) Of Tranſubſtantiation, this is confeſt by Biel in Can. Miſſe Led. 40. 

beginning, that Whether the Bread be turned into Chriſts Body, or remains with 
hy Body, it js not found expreſt in the Scriptures. | 


Bellarmin, de Euch iſt. TIT; 23. Tertio-addit, mentions others of their 
Church that had faid the like, and he grants it not improbable that it cortld not be 
proved 
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Proved out of Seripturt.zi!! the Scripture was diclaved by s General Council ; meaning 
(as he there ſhews) that of Lateran, above twelve hundred years after Chriſt. 

Of Auricular Confeſſion. Gloſl, in Decr. de Poenit. diſt.5. beginning, Semecs 
faith, it was inſtituted by ſome Tradition of the Univerſal Chureh, rather than by 
the Authority of the New or Old Teftament. Panormitan ſuper Quinto, de Peenit, 
& Remiſ. c. Omnig utriaſque, faith, I am much pleaſed with that opinion of Se- 
meca : For there is mot any plain Aathority, which ſhews that God or Chriſt inſti- 
tuted plainly, that Confeſſion ſhould be made to a Prieft, Biel in Sent. IV, 17,G. - 
ſaith, It was delivered, by word and deed, without any Scripture, 

For Image Worſhip. Bellarmin de Eccl. Triumph. II. 12. can find only two 
Texts of the New Teſtament, Mat. v. 33. Swear neither by Heaven, for it is 
Gods Throne ;, nor by Earth, for it is bis Footftool, and 2 Tim. iii. 15. From a 
Child thox haſt known the Holy Scriptures, In the Old Teſtament ſome find it 
enjoined in the Second Commandment, as Jacob. de Graffiis, Decif; aur. Caſ, 
Conlc. part. 1. C. 2. c. 2. $. penult, But the Fathers in the Second Nicen 
Council Eftablicht it, as being obſerved in the Church without Scripture, Concil. 
Edit. Labb; Tom. VII. col. 838. E. 863.C. 886.C. 887. A, | 

Of Purgatory, Baconthorp in ſent, 1. 4. diſt. 4.9.9.1.faith, Others think 3 can- 
ant be proved by the Authority of” Scriptures. Perion. Topic. Theolog, faith, be 
knows not a paſſage in all the Scripture for Purgatory, Which being objected by 

Mornay in his Book of the Eucharift, Bulenger in his Reſponce Catholique 
P- 279. anſwers him, It is hard indeed ts find any expreſs and clere Text 


for it. 


For Indwlgences. St. Antonin. Samm, Moral. part. 1. Tit. 10. c, 3. beginning. 
Of Indnlgences we have nothing expreſly from Scripture, aor from tbe ſayings of the 
Antients, but of tbe late Dofors. Cajetan opulc. Tom. I. tratt. 15.c.1, Of the 
Riſe of them, no Authority of Scripture, or Antient Doors Greek, or Latin, have 
brought this to our knowledg : only within theſe three hundred years it hath been wri- 
ten, &c. Biſhop Fiſher Afſert. Lather, Contutacio Art. 18, p. 135. Grants there 
is neither Precept, nor Gonnſel for it in Scripture, ER 


and none of them: is mentioned there in plain 
words, not in any words that were end 
{o by the Fathers for many Ages after Chriſt. 
For the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. Be- 
ſides that we find nothing t#r it, but many 
| things 
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things againſt it in the Ancients, (a) ſo many (#) As that 


| 9. - 
that we are ſure it could not be the Tradition |," 7, 


of thoſe Times. We ſee at its firſt birth it was Sacrament is 
declared tobe a Novelty, ahd a Falſhood, by **# # #'* 


owl nature 


Rabanus Arch-Biſhop of AMentz, (b) and by and eſſence, 


other . (c) of the learnedſt men that lived eight 2nd that i 
noureſheth or 


or nine hundred years after Chriſt. We find at g,4,/ 5... 
that time, and for twe hundred years after, That wicked 


k . . McA receive no 
it was a rude lump, (d) which askt much lick- yg 


Bread, though to the Faithful it is truly Chriſt's Bedy, and therefore it is called 
his Body. That it is a Sacrament, a Sign, an Image, and a Figure of his Body. 
Which laſt words were in the Canon of the Maſs, till it was altered in favour 
to this new Opinion. v. Gratian Decr. de Conlecr. Diſt. 2c. 55. 


(b) Rabanus in his Canonical Epiſile publiſhed by Baluz, with his Regino. 
p- 517. hath theſe words, Some of late, not holding aright of the Sacrament, have 
faid that the Body of Chriſt which was born of the Virgin Mary, &c. is | the ſame 
which is received at the Altar. | Againſt which Error we have written to Egilus Ab- 
bas. But that Book is loſt 3 and in this, as Baluz ſhews, [ thoſe laſt words] 
were raſed out of the Manulcript. 


(c) Bertramus, or Ratrannus Corbeienſis in his Book written againſt it, by of- 
der of Carolus Calvws, and tranſcribed in great part into our Saxon Homily. 
Which Book is mentioned as his,by the nameleſs writer in defence of Paſchsſins, 
and by Sigebert, de Script. Eccl. c. 96. 


Fohannes Scotus, Profefior at Oxford in King Alfrid's time, in his Book 
againſt it, that was burnt 200 years after, when this Innovation had pre- 
vailed. But none of theſe Books were cenſured in that Age when they were 
written. 


(d) Anno 1059. The Pope and his Roman Council put theſe words into 
the mouth of Berengar, that not the Sacrament, but the very body of Chriſt is broken 
and ground by the Teeth of the Faithful. Which, the Gloſle there ſaith, was a 
greater Hereſie then Bexengar's,znleſs their words be taken in a ſound ſenſe, that is, 
otherwiſe than they figniftie. Decr. de Conſfecr,dift.2.c. 42. Bgo Berengarius, 


ing 


pony 


ITED ISR 
= _—_ 


— 
_— 


-- a — 

_ an — 6. 
Eee eee eee 

pans > 


+ 09 — Op . Rp = 
: <7 BRAS DL cam——gs —— 
. 


CE CC —_— 


; ff Sermon 


(# ) About ing over to perfect ir (a). And then having both 


the year Shape and a Name, it was defined to be of 
1150 the : ; 
Matter ofthe Faith by Pope Innocent in his Lateran-Council, 
wy "wy above twelve hundred years after Chriſt. 

P its Il. 
Gith, Whether the change be Formal, or Subjtantial, cr of ſome other kind, IT am 


not able to- define. Only I know it is not Formal, But Anno 1215, Pope In- 
nocet defined it to be, of nv other kind but Subſtantial, Conc. Lateran, IV, c, 1, 


For Confeſ9n to a Prielt , the neceſſity of it 

was unknown to the Fathers of the Primitive 

Cb) Of 6-9) Church. Nay, above a thouſand years af- 
cr ſins n» ter Chriſt, it was held diſputable in the Roman 


w/o -u , (c) Church. And though the Practice of it was 


o.-God only, 1Mpoſed by Pope Innocent,in his Council of Late. 
Chryſolt. an (d): yet even then it remained dilputabl 

Bio Savi, 9 0935 putablece) 
Tom. I. p. 708. 11.1V. p. 589. 40. V. p. 258.6. &.p.262. 44. 


(c)) Gratian, Decret, de Peenit. Diſt. 1.c.89. Quibus Autoritatibus, having 
brought Arguments. for and againftit, thus Concludes, Which fide is in the 
right, I leave the Reader to judge, for on bath ſides there are wiſe and Religious 
MEN » 

The Mafter of the Sentences hb. 4. diſt. 17. Though himſelf was for Con- 
feſſion, yet ſaith, Learned men differ about it, for ſo the DoGors feem to vary 
and deliver things near contrary to one another about it, $0 that yet it was diſputa 
ble in thoſe times. 


Cd) Conc. Lateran. IV. Can, 21, 
(e_)Gloſf. in Decr. de panit. Diſt, 1. c. 37. Alii e contr. ſaitti, Here fol- 


\ Jaw. Allegations, to prove that one. of Age 7s not forgiven ſin without Confeſfion, 


Which is falſe. 


as. 
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as to the Doctrine, till it was made to be of 
Faith by the Trent Council (4). C 2 )) Conc. 
Trident. 

Seff. 14. Can. $,7, 8. After which, in the Roman Edition of the Canon Law, 
there were notes put upon thoſe places above-mentioned. Where Gratian 
doubted whether Confeſſion were neceſſary, they ſay, It is moſt certain, and to be 
beld for moſt certain, that Confeſſion is neceſiary. And where Semeca had ſaid. 
It is falſe, they ſay, Nay it is moft true. 


For their Doctrine of Image-Worſhip , than 
which nothing can be more contrary to the 
Scriptures, as they were underſtood by the Pri. 
mitive (b) Fathers; we know it was eſtabli. (4) The $e- 
ſhed by the ſecond Nicen (c) Council, and we cond Com- 


. mandment 
know what a Council that was. But it was whilh for. 


condemned inthe ſame Age by two as nume- bids bowing 
rous Councils; that of Conſtantinople (d) a lit- ©" 4fore 


any Image or 


tle before it, and that of Frankfort (e) imme- Likeneſs. 
diately after it. though it 
does not ap- 

pear in the Rom un Dccalogue, was held by the Fathers to be a Law of Perpe- 
tual Obligation, So Irenexs adv. Herel. 1. II. c. 6. & 1, IV.c. 31. Clemens 
Alex. Admon.ed Gentes Edit. Leyd. 1616. p. 31. 12. Strom. V. Ib.p.408. 22, 
Tertull. de Idolclatria c.4. p.105.D.Idem.ady. Marcion. 1. Il. c.22.p.470. A. B. 
Idem. in Scorpiac.c.2.P. 617.C.D, Cyprian. de Exhort.Mart, p.283. Idem in 
Teftim. ad QuirinumJ. Ill. c. 59. p. 345. Auguſtin. Epiſt. 119. c. 11. Tom. II. 
col. 559. A. 

cc) The Engliſh, and Freneh, and Germans of that Age, called it Pſendoſyno- 
dum, the Mock-Synod, of Nice or rather of Conſtantinople, becauſe it began 
and cnded in that City, Concil. Edit. Labb. Tom. VII. p. 37. D.& 592. B, 
Hincmar. Opulc. 33. c. 20. Edit. Sirmondi Tom. II. p. 457. Ado Vienn. xt. 
VI. Edit. Parif. 1512. fol. 151. Annal. Fuld, & V.opera Alcuini in fine. 


(4) Of which there is nothing left, but what is repeated out of it in the (e- 
cond Nicen Council Act. 6, Edit, Labb. Tom. VII. ccl. 392. E. 


(e) Ib. col. 1057. E. D 2 And 
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And the matter was held in debate all that 


() Baron, Age, in both the Eaſtern (a) and Weſtern (b) 
am. 16, Church : till ar laſt it was ſetled in the Eaft 


faith, Till according to the Nicen Council ; which they 


ins 4m have ſs much our done in the Roman Church, 
Council had that even the Greeks charge them with (c) Ido- 


not preval- os i "Cc 
or) Lev latry, And they are not wholy excuſed from 


Eafern it by many (4) of their own Communion. 
Church. 

(b) Witneſs the Book of Charles the Great, and that of the-Synod of 
Paris under Lwudovicus Pius, and that of Agobard Biſhop of Lions, againſt the 


Worſhip of Images as it was then in the Romer Church, 


Cc) For their Carved Imaggss of Saintsz Goar in Eucholog. p. 28. ſaith, 
The Greeks abhor Carved Images, as Idols, of which they do. not | ſtich to ſing in 
Davids words, They have months and ſpeak, not; And for picturing God, 
the {ccond Nicen Council condemns it, by approving the Epiſtle of St. Ger- 
man, which callcth the Image of God an Idol. Concil. Edit. Labb. Tom. 
VII. col. 301. E. and 304. A. 


Cd) Lud. Vives in his notes on Aug. de Civinte Dei 1. VIII. c. 27. 


_ Tom, V. col. 494.B. faith, In many Catholics, I do not ſee what difference 


there is betrycen their opinion of the Saints, and the Heathens opinion of their 
Geds. Polydor. Virg. de Invent. 1. VI. c. 13. faith, Men are come to that 
pixch of madneſs, that this part of Piety differeth little 'from| Impiety, For very 
many truſt more in their Tmages, then in Chriſt or the Saints, to whom they 
are dedicated. The like complaints have many other of their Writers. 
Bellarmin de cultu Imag, II, 22. Edit. Venet. Tom. 1599. II. col. 836, E. faith, 
That they who hold that ſome Images are to be worſhipped with Latria, 
are forced tv uſe moſt ſubtle diſtinfions, which they themſelves ſcarce underſtand, 
much leſs the ignorant People. And yet this, which he ſo cenſures, is the 
conſfnt judgment of Divines, and ſeems to be the meaning of the Council of 
Trent, ith Azaxius, Infititut. Moral. 1. 9. 6. 6. 


For 


or 
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For their Doctrin of Pargatory, it doth nor 
appear that any one of the Ancients hit upon (,) &gme 
it, among all the different Opinions (a) that held, that 
they had concerning ſeparated Souls, ill pk gr 
St. Auſtins time; and yet then, we are as ſure Death,. » 
it was no Catholic Tradition, (b) as we can Heaven or 


Hell, Othcrs, 
be of any thing of that Age. Afrer near tWO 1,; wore &, 


hundred years more, it was believed by one of © _ but 
great Name : (c) from whoſe fabulous wri- oe Bra a 
tings (d) It got Credit ; And 1o Crept by De- Receptacles 


- * < till the ge- 
grees (e) into the Faith of the Roman Church, '" uh 


Bur it 1s received by no other Chriſtians. rifiien See, 

that the May- 
tyrs go to Heaven, and the Damned Souls to Hell, but all the reſt are hept 
there in expeCiation and ſuſpenſe till the Day of Judgment, Some held, that 
there ſhall be a firit Reſurrection of the Righteous , of whom ſome ſhall viſe ſooner, 
ſome later, in thethouſand years of Chriſts Reign upon Earth. And that the de- 
lay of that Reſurreciion ſhall be the Puniſhment of their Sins, Others beld, that © 
their ſins ſhall be purged away by that fire that ſhall bitrn the World at the 
lait Day. And that they ſhall burn a longer or leſs while, aud with more or 
leſs pain, according to the Degrees of their ſins, All the Fathers were of ſome 
or other of theſe Opinions, which are all inconſiftent with the Roman Doctrine 
of Purgatory. 


(b) Aug. de Fide & Operibus, c. 15. Tom. IV. p. 69. E. faith, Some 
think men that diein fin may be purged with Fire, and then be ſaved, 
holding the Foundation. For ſo they underſtand that Text. 1 Cor. iii. 13. 
They ſhall be ſaved as by Fire. So Enchirid. ad Laurent. c. 624 Tom. III. 
P- 175+ C. Ibid. de Fide 6 Operibus p. 71. B. He faith, that this 7s one 
of thoſe places which St, Peter ſaith are hard to be underſtood, which men ought 
not to wreſt to their own Deſtrudion. Ibid. c. 16, p. 73. B, He faith, for 
bis own part, he under/tanqgth that Text to be meant of the Fire of Tribulation 
in this life. So Enchir. ad Laur, Ib. c. 68, But for the Doctrine, he faith, 
that ſome ſuch thing may be, is not Incredible: and whether it be ſo, it may be 

D 3 enquired - 
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- enquired, and it may be found, or it may not. So Enchir. ad Laur. c. 69. p, 
176, D. All theſe Texts he repeats again, in his anſwer to the ferſt of 
: the eight Queſtions of Dulcizine. De Civitate Dei l. XXI. c. 26, Tom. V. 
P. 1315. B. Hfle again delivereth the ſame meaning of that Text. And 
as to the Doctrin, he ſaith, T do not find fault with it, for Perhaps it is true, 
Ibid. p. 1316. B, I ſuppoſe St. Auſtin would not have ſaid this of the Do- 
drine of Chriſts Incarnation. 


(c)) Pope Gregory. 1. in his Diatog':1es, where, among many idle tales, 
| he hath ſome that are palpably falſe, and ſuch as bewray both his Igno- 
rance and Credulity together. For Example, that of St. Paulins being a 
Slave in Afric ti!l the Death of the King of the Vandals, who could be no 0- 
ther than Genſeric, that out-lived St. Paulin five and forty years. And yet 
Gregory ſaith, T heard this, from our Elders, and this I do as firmly believe as 
if I had ſeen it with my own Eyes. lib. 1. Pret. & c.1. 


(4) Biſhop Fiſher againſt Luthers Aﬀert. Art. 18. p. 132. faith, it was 
a good while unknown, and then it was believed by ſome, pedetentim by little 
«nd little, and ſo at laſt it came to. be generally received by the Church, 


(ce) Platina (who then lived,) in the life of Evgenizs IV. Edit. Colon. 
1593. P. Zo. faith, After many meetings, and much contention abont it, the 
Greeks at laſt being overcome with reaſons did believe there was a place of Pur- 
gatory. But he adds, that not long after they returned to what they held 
before, And in the life of Nicolas V. p. 323,324. he faith, that he would 
fain have reduced them to the Catholic Faith, but he could not. Biſhop 
Fiſher zbi ſprz, ſaith, There is none, or very ſeldom mention of it ammg the 
Ancients , and it is not believed by the Greeks to this day. Alphonlus de Ca+ 
fro adv. Hzref. 1. 8. Tit. Indulg. hath the ſame words. and 1, 12. Tit, 
Purgatorium, faith That this is one of the molt kjtown Errors of the Greeks 
and Armenians. Bzov. contin, Baron. Anno 1514. N. 19, faith, The Muſ- 
covites and Ruſſians believe no Purgatory. Moit of tnete believe a middle 
State, as thoſe Ancients did; but that will not ſtand with this Dadtrin, 


For 


— 
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For their Do&rin of Indulgences, Ir is ſo. 
confeſſedly (a) new, It was at firſt fo il] (þ) (-) For the 


grounded, and ſo (c) wickedly deſigned, that 7g 


God ſeemed to have ſuffered them to run on eo higher 


into this, ro ſhew the World (as afterward he 22 the 
? Stations of 


did,) by this Example, what Stuff the Luſts pope Gregs- 
of men left to themſelves, would bring into !-1. Who 
a —_ lived about 
the Chriſtian Religion. the year 
Six hundred, And to fetch it fro thoſe Times, they have no antienter' Au 
thor than Thomas Aquinas. (for ncithcr Gratian, nor Peter Lombard, have 
ſo much as one word cf this. matter.) So Cardinal Cajetan Opuſc. Tom, T.- 
tract, 15. C. I, faith, This only has heen written within theſe three hundred 
years, 4s concerning the Antient Fathers, that Pope Gregory inſtituted the Indul- - 
gences of Stations, 4s Aquinas hath it. So likewiſe Bithop Fifher, and Al- - 
phonſus a Caſtra, both ubi Supra, Cardinal Bel/armin de Indulg. L. 3. of- - 
fers fome kind of proof from Elder Times, in fuch. a manner, as if he 
would not oblige us to believe it. But for the Inftance of PopeGregory I. he 
faith, we are Impudent if we deny it. But with Bel/armins leave, a French Ora- 
toire, Morinus de Penit. 1. 10. c. 20. does deny it 3 and convids this, and 
all his other Proots of Indulgences before Gregory, VN. to be nothing but . 
Forgery and Impoſture. 7 | 


- It ſeems probable indeed, that Gregory VII. (commonly known by his 
formcr namc, Hildebrand,_) was the firlt that grantcd any Indulgeneces3 and ' 
that was above a thouſand ycars after Chriſt. Cardinal Tolet. caſuum 1.VII. . 
C. 21. I, faith, that Paſchal II. was the firlt that granted - Indulgences for the - 
Dead. That muſt be about the year eleven hzndred. And Ibid, lib. VI. . 
C. 24. 3, he faith, that the fir. that granted Plenary Indulgences, was. Pope 
Boniface VIII. who lived about the year thirteen hundred, . So anticnt 1s this + 
new Catholic Faith, 


(b) Thc Grovnd of this Faith, according to Bellarmin de Indulg, 1. 2, 3.-. 
is made up cf a number of School Opinions put tegether 3 about which 
Opiniors, (as he there faith) the Scheol-men have differed among them- 
{elves. But all his comfort is, that they that did not hold his way, were 


ready to acquieſs in the Judgment of the Church, if ſhe held. otherwiſe. Be . 
might : 
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wight as well have faid, that the Church, when they lived, was ſo far 
from having declared her Judgment of this Do&trinez that ſhe had not 
yet declared her ſenſe of thoſe Opinions, which were to be the Ground of it in 
aftcr-times. 


(c) The deſign: of Hidebrands Indulgences was to engage men to fight 
in his quarrel, and to do other Services to the Papacy. Greg. VII. Epilt, 
Il. 54. and VI. 10, 15. and VII. 13.and VIII. 6, The deſign of Pope Bo- 


 niface, in his farther Improvement of this Invention, was to get Mony. 


Chron.Citiz.Anno 1289, He was greedy of Mony, and te gather it, he ſent bis 
Legates into divers parts of the world, to trade with Indulgences. And with 
theſe, he raiſed very great ſums, enough to have maintained a Holy War, But 
what became of it, we (hall know at Doomſday. 


It were eafie to ſhew the like in all their 

.new Articles of Faith. Moſt of them I ſhall 
confider as they come under the other Heads 

_ of my Diſcourſe. The mean while theſe may 

paſs for a ſample of the reſt. They all { rung 

upin late corrupt Times, and went at #6 as 

Private Opinions only, but being found to 

421K > make well for the Intereſts (a) of the Clergy, 
= for the they were concerned to bring them in credit | 
wg $4 with the People. And they took a way for ic 
Config, that could not fail in ſuch an Age, by forging 


for their 

Power and Authority; Image Worſhip, to bring in Oblations to the 
Church 3 Purgatory, for the Profit of Maſſes to the Lower Clergy 3 In- 
dulgences, for the Protit of the Superior z Plenary Indulgences, for the 
Popes own Cofters, 


New 


cs 


nm 
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New Revelations (a) and Miracles. when by F or Tran- 
theſe m®ans, worthy of their Doctrines, they /" wig! 


had brought them incothe Chriſtian Faith ; then chat wrote 
belide the Intereſt that firſt brought ther in, #3 744 


? Ratbertis 2- 
there was another reaſon to continue them. Ir bouetheyear 


was neceſſary for the Credit of the Infallibiliry : , And he 
of the Roman Church. Touchthar,and you ſhake (,,qry bad 
the whole building of Popery, even to the (ons, that 


WOE h ” had ſeen, in- 
Foundation, that (b) is, the Papacy it ſelf, To Jem 


ſecure that, they are brought under this milera- Hog, one = 


ble neceflity, of holding all for Catholic Faith, races _ 
that is once received in the Roman Church. ;,,,hc; act; 


Whatſoever ſhe bringeth forth, muſt be fa- and $10od. 


thered on the Apoſtles, though there is not the d _— 
leaſt Colour for it in their Writings. Digs 
7 And after 


the year 1200, when it was defhincd to be of Faith ; Ceſarius of Heiſterbach 
wrote a whole Volume, of Miracles that were wrought in- that Age to con- 
frm the Truth of it, more in number than are Recorded in Scripture to con- 
hrm the whole Divine Revelation. 


For .Aurbcular Confeſſion, Bellarmin produces ſundry Revelations and Mira- 
cles, by which he ſaith God witneft that the Churches Faith concerning it was true, 
de Poenit, 1. III. c.12. Quarta, Among the rett, he hath that of St. Francs, 
who raiſed one from the Dead to be Conftefſed, which I take to be no lcf(s than 
the tetching of Trajans Soul from Hell, according to their Doctrine. 


For Image-Worſhip, the Fathers in that ſecond Nicene Council ſet it up in con- 
templation of the Miracles that were wrought by tHe Images, Concil. Edit. 
Labb. Tom. VII. p. 252.C. So Bellarmin de Imagin« Sanct, 1. II. c. 12. Mira» 
cula 3 faith, The Miracles which were done by the Images, were therefore done, 
that they might prove and eſtabliſh the Docrin of Images. 


| ; Fax 


# 


, 
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For Purgatory, Pope Gregory in his betore-mentioned Dialogues 1.IV.c.s 5.8c, 
declares upon what ground it-was that he believed it 3 natnely, from the Rela- 
tion of the poor Souls themſelves, that were confined to the Hot Baths, and 
kept there at hard work, Swelterd as Tenders uſe to be: From which 
miſerable Bondage they were redecined by Prayers and Maſſes, as he tells us. 
So Biſhop Fiſher ubi Supra p. 132. ſaith, Pxrgatory was found out, partly by Re- 
zelations and partly by Scriptures but Scriptures, he conteſſeth, ſo underttood 
as they never were in former times, 


And for Indulgences, he tells us, that they came not in ule till after men had 
guaked a while at the flames of Purgatory, The belicf of that Doctrine fitted 
men for this. And yet this had Miracles to ſupport it. So Lintur. App. ad 
Faſcic. temp. Anno 143g. tells, how at Friburg the Devil in the Shape of a Dog 
helpt one to rob the Pope of all the Mony that his Factors had taken in that 
City, for which the Thief, having confeſſed it, was put to a moſt direful death. 


(b_) Bellarmin de Romano Pontifice, Pref. ſaith, hen we ſpeak of the Popes 
Power, we ſpeak, of the iSum of Chriſtianity. 


"But to ſhew how little cruſt they have in the 

Apoſtles writings, there needs no other inftance 

(a)Rule 4th, than this, chat their Church hath forbid (a) her 
of the Index Laity to read them, and hath taken a courſe 
ens ph that if they read they cannot well underſtand 
Council of them. The Scripture was writ by the Apo- 
— wig {tles1n the moſt vulgar language of their times, 
ſhall preſume the Greek, which was the mother torigue of 


to read, or 

bave a Bible, though of a Catholic Tranſlation, without a Facalty in writing 
from his Biſhop, fuch a one cant receive Abſolution; till he has delivered up 
his Bible to the Ordinary, For fear this ſhould: not be enough, Pope Cle- 
ment. VIII, has added this Note, that by command and pradiice of the Holy In- 
giifition, no Bifhop bas power to grant any ſuch Faculty to read or keep a Bibk 
in any vHlgar tongue. 


moſt 


2 
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moſt, and well known in all (*) Countrys C "7s 
where'the Scripture was written. And they F9.: 6. 1 
writ it for every one to read, as it appears 292.17. 
in plain words (a) in their writings. And the Clnpelgrin 
Ancient Fathers required (6) all men to read it, cad of the 
all the Laity, cventhe (c) meaneſt of the Lairy , Golpel3 
| . ? Theſe things 
they Condemned the neglect of it, they ,,, goo. 


(d) commended them that read it day and that ye might 


night. There is nothing more frequent in the RT 
writings of the Ancient Fathers. ye might have 
Life. 


St. PauldireRts his Epiſtles to all in general; Rom. i. 7. To All that be in 
Rome, beloved of God, &c. 1 Cor. i. 2. To theChnrch of God at Corinth, with 
+ All that in every place call upon the name of Jeſus Chriſt. 2 Cor,i. 1. To the 
Church at Corinth with All the Saints which are in all Achaia. So in other 
Epiſtles. | | 

(b) Chryſoſt. in Gen. Serm. 29. Tom. I. p. 225. 10. I beſeech you to at- 
tend with diligence to the reading of the Scriptures : and that not only while you are 
here, but alſo at home to take the Bible in your hands, and receive the profit of 
it with care. 

Lin.22. Let us not, T beſcech you, negle& ſo preat a profit 3 but alſo in 
our houſes, let us diligently attend the reading of Scriptures. 


. 


Lin. 36. That we may not only have enough for our ſelves, but be able to 
help others, and inſtru wife and children and neighbours, &c, 


K. in Joh, Serm. 53. Tom. II. p.776. 27. T beſcech you, ' get Bibles. 


Id. in his Sermon of the profit of reading Scripture. Tom, VIII. p.112.43- 
Let us apply our ſelves to reading, not only theſe two bours, for this bare be aring 
is not enough to ſecure #5, but continually, let every one , when he is come home, 
take his Bible, and go over the ſenſe of thoſe things that have been ſaid, For the 
tree that was planted by the waters, was by the waters, not two or three hours, 
but all day and all night > therefore it bringeth forth leaves and fruit, &c. $0 he thax 
is contiuually reading the Scriptures, though be have noxeto interpret, yet by continual 
reading he draws much profit. E 2 Id 
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1d. de Lazaro Serm. 3. Tom, V.p. 242. 30. This I alway beſeech, and will 
never leave beſeeching you \ that you wiuld not only attend to what is ſaid in this 
Place, but alſo that when you are at home, you wou!d continually be reading the 
Scriptures. This alſo at all times I have not ceaſed to beg of them with whom 1 
Jpexh, in private. - 


(Cc) Chryſ. in Coloff. Serm. 9. Tom. IV. p.136. 15. On theſe words, of 
the Apoſtle, Let the word of God dwell in you richly, Hear you people of the 
, world, you that have charge of wife and children, bow he exhorts you more than 
others to read the Scriptures and that not ſlightly, or any how, but with much 
diligence. | 


Again, Pp. 137.2. Hear, I beſeech you, all you that work, for your living, 
end get your ſelves Bibles for the cure of your ſouls. 


Lin. 7. This is the cauſe of All evils, that men do not know the Scriptures. 


Lin. 9. Do mot throw all upon Us | of the Clergy] Tou are Sheep, but not 
brutes, bnt rational creatures. | 


(4) 1d. de Lazaro Serm. 3. Tom. V. p. 244. 43. Take the Bible in your hands, 
Read zll the Hiſtory, Hold faſt the known things. For the dark and unknown, 
go often over them and if thou canſt not by continual reading find out what is 
ſaid, Go to thy teacher If he ſhall uot teach thee, God will, ſeeing thy dili- 
gehce, GC, ; 


Yet now it is found out that the Laity may 
hurt themſelves with reading ict. How ſo? lr 
will make them Heretics. One would little 

6)Chryfolt. expeEt it, that had read what the Fathers (a) 
de Lazaro. 

S. 3. Tom. V.p. 245.19. The reading of Scripture is a great ſecurity againſt 
fin. The ignorance of Scripture is a great precipice, and a deep pit. Itis a 
$fedt Betraying of our Salvation to know nothing of the Laws of God, Tt is this, 
tht hath browght forth Herefies \ this that has brongbt in corrupt life, this hath 
ternd things whſite down. For it is impoſſible, T ſay it is inipoſſible for any. one 

# depart without fruit that enjoys reading continually with obſervation. 


ſay 


Pr 


_—_— 
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fay of this matter. But now it ts Hereſie to 
disbelieve the Roman Church. And, no doubts 
to read the Scripture (a) will bring men to ;,, p.m, 
this. But whole faulr is it? Surely theirs, that de verbo dei 


inſtead of reforming their Chi I. 
U Church, have rather | 5. Quid 


cholen to ſilence the Scriptures. Which being quod. The 
done in favour of their Doctrines, it appears People would 
that they themſelves, (I mean the governours |”. mo 


ceive no bene- 


of their Church) have been ſenſible char ſome fir; but wid 


at leaſt of their Doctrines are- not the Do- © 7*<** 
hart by the 


arines of the Apotles. | Scriptures, 
. GC 
Peter Sutor tralat. Bibliz. c, 22. fol. 96. Will not the people be drawn away 


eaſily from obſerving the Churches Tuſtitutions, when they ſhall find that they are 
not conteind in the Law of Chriſt ? 


In the next place for the Apoſtles Fellowſhip, 
which I have interpreted to be Union under 
lawful Paſtors and Governors; They can by 
no means allow this CharaQer to our Church, 
or to any that ſubmits not to their Univerſal 
Paſtor. Which title they appropriate to the 
Biſhop of Rome; and him they ſwear, in their 
forementioned profeſſion of Faith, to: be the 
Vicar of Chriſt, and the ſucceſſor of St. Peter 
the Apoſtle. And to ſhew how far they dare 


E 3 0. 
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(-)Luke ge againſt (a) evidence, they ſwear alſo, thar 
1 inf; iS Roman Church is not only Miſtreſs, bue alls 
The ſecond'the Mother of all Churches. 


General 
[- | Council called the Church of Feruſalem the mother of all Churches, Theodorit, 
' Eccl. Hift, V. 9. Edit. Valeſ. p. 211.D. 


| Not to ſay in how many things, he that will 
-- be Sapream Paſtor, invades the juſt rights of 
| other Paſtors, who are all, in the judgment of 
Primitive times, the Succeſlors of the Apoſtles 
of Chriſt ; Or how little he hath co ſhew for 
his claim to a ſuccefſion in that-Power from 
St. Peter, either in Scripture Story, or in the 
 (b)Confide- writings of the Primitive (b) Church: I ſhall 
| rations a- "HE | 
| 2ainſt Pope- ONly deſire you to conſider theſe beginnings of 
| rj. p.31, 82, Chriſtianity in my Text. When the whole 
Sing Church was comprehended in three or four 
thouſand believers, and they were all together 
with the Apoſtles at this time in eruſalem ; It - 
is certain that then there was no rn. nor no 
Chriſtian, at Rome. So that then for the Bi- 
ſhop or Church of Rome to be any thing, which 
| they ſwear they are, in thoſe Articles of their 
Faith, was ſurely no part of the Apoſtles Do- 
ba Qrine. —- . 
| | Nordid the Fellowſhip of the Apoſtles con- 
| fiſt in ſubjection to St. Peter, Though he was 
| . the 
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che firſt (a) in Order, yet that he had Authority () Mat, x, 
over the reſt, there is no ground to aſſert : ?- | 
There is much evidence againſt it, as I have 
ſhewn from ſundry places of Scripture. 
Nor pouy this to St. Peter, (which they 
can never prove,) can they bring down a title 
from him to the Roman Biſhop. He hath a 
better pretence to ſucceed the Roman Emperors, 
(b) in Monarchy, than he hath to ſucceed 74 )nuw. 


any of the Apoſtles. And indeed that was the op jy 
delign, as they know thatare skild in the wri- ag gh 


ters of antient times. Rome ſeemed a place Though(Da- 


deſignd for Empire; and when the Emperors 7 tourth 
, Monarchy, 


faild, then the Biſhops ſetup in (c) their ſtead. that is.) the 


What the Emperors could not hold by Arms, Cizil Empire 
of the Ro- 


the Biſhops would fetch in by Religion. And,,,,' j. 
ſothey obtrude upon all Chriſtians, in truth, nwceuſed; 
a Secular Monarchy, inſtead of that which 3% 7/4 


: iS not at an 

my Text calls the Fellowſhip of the Apoſtles. end, leeauſe 

that Tempo- 

ral Empire hath been changed into a Spiritual, as Pope Leo ſaith in his Sermon of 
the Apoſtles. 


(c) What the Popes would have had, it may appear by their forging a 
donation from Conſtantin, in which they make him give them his Crown 
and Scepter, together with the City of Rome, and all the Weſtern Provin- 
ces, Places and Cities. And that he might leave the. Pope in. poſſcthon, 
they make him remove into the Eaſt, and there build a new Seat for his Em- 
pirc; reſerving only the honor to put on the Popes Crown and hold his 
{tirrup, to himſelf and his Succeſſors. Concil. Edit. Merlini 1530. fol.58, 


A.B. This donation was a part of the. Adts of S. Sylveftey, which were 
forged 


a 
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forged in the eighth Century and: that probably by Pope Adrianl. for 
he firſt -quoted them. And he may juſily be ſuſpe&ted to be the Author of 
that body of Law, which, under the name of St. Ifidors Collettion, was ge- 
nerally receivel within a hundred years after and which obtains to this day 
in the Roman Church, though the learned men among them are convinced 
and own that it is an errant heap 0f.Corruption and Forgery. 


Thirdly, for the two Sacraments of the Apo- 
ſles, they tell us of ſeven, which were inſti. 
ruted by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. In this Chap- 
ter we read of Baptiſm p. 4t. and we read of 

breaking of Bread in my Text. Hereare two. 

f but where are the other five ? They were not 
thought ofat that time, for ought that appears 

(a) x Corx.tO us in Scripture. (a) Nay 1t doth nor ap. 


2,34: wdpearin a thouſand years after. It was eleven hun- 
SP men. dred years after, when Peter Lombard wrote his 
tions only Book of the Sentences, before which they. can- 
Baptiſmand ,\ +, find the leaſt mention (b) of that number 


the Lords 
Supper. Of Sacraments. 


(b_) Bellarm. d. Sacram, II. Cap. 24. endeavours to ſhew tFat each of 
the five has been called a Sacrament by one or other of the Fathers; Cand 
the like he might have ſhewn of twenty things more.) , But he could not 
produce one Father, that either ſaid there were ſeven Sacraments of Chriſts 
Infticuting 3 or that ſpoke ef all theſe as being ſuch, or of ſo many as 
would make up that Number. Only he ſays Cap. 25. The Maſter of the 
Sentences, and all Divines ſince his time, have delivered that there are ſeven 
Sacraments, And adds, if tvis be falſe, the whole Church for four hundred 
years mujt have erred moſt perniciouſly. He might have ſaid the whole Rowan 
Church, and we ſhould not much have differed about it. 


But 


— _———— —— —————— 
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| But to ſpeak of no more than that menti- 
oned in my Text. Where is the breaking of 
bread ? As they receive it in the Roman Church, 


there is neither breaking nor bread (a) in their ( ng ins 
Sacrament. Where is the Communion (b) of the Waker 
 Chriſts Body and Blood > Their daily Worſhip camcinafter 


| 7 | ——— 
is the Mals. But their Maſs is no Communton(c). hr ww 


The Prieſt only Conſecrates and eats, while Gantiation. 
all che people ſtand by and adore. Was there (40: 


. iT UL Gs Litnrgic, c, 
ever ſuch a thing heard of in the Primitive (d) 27. Tc was 
times ? In thoſe times, none were ſuffered to then of uſe, 


. For th - 
be preſent bur only (4d) ſuch as received. And Hop bang" 


if any were preſent, they were puniſhable (e) to do about 


. a Wafer 
if they» did not receive. What could they {7 


have thought of ſuch a Sacrament as is now Bread. 
the daily Worſhip (f ) of the Roman Church? (5) i Cor. 


X, 16, 
| (c) Verſe xvii. For we being many are one bread and one body, For we are all 
artakers, &c, If that be a good reaſon; then they which are not partakers, 
have not that Communion. So tis inferred by the twelfth Council of Toledo 
Can. 5. That they who do not cat are not partakers of the Altar, Concil. Ed. 
Lab. Tom. VI. 1230.B. 


(4) Juſtin M. Apol. 11.p.97. E. They give to Every one that is preſent to ve- 
ceive of that which is Conſecrated. So. p. 98. E. The giving and receiving of the 
Conſecrated things is to Every one, 


Apoft, Conſtit. VIII. 13. Concil. Ed. Labb. Torn. I. 483.E. The Biſhop 
receives, and then the Prieſts, &&c. and then All the people in order. Again, 
435. A. Let the thirty third Pſalm be ſaid while all the reſt are recerving, 
and when all the men and all the women have recerved, Let the Deacons take what 
#s left, &c. The ſame may be obſerved in all the Antient Liturgies. 


—I—<wIe yy 


F (e) Chryſoſ, 
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bi Chryſoft. in Ephef. Serm. 3. Tom. III, 778. 26. Te hear Proclamation 
made, As many as arein Penance be gone. As many 4s donot Receive are in 


Penance, 


Ib. p. 779.3- How #4 it that you tarry, and do not partake of the Table ? You 
are Unworthy, you ſay then you are ſo of Communion in Prayer. Tour Eyes are 
#nworthy of theſe fights, and your Ears are unworthy, &:, | 


Tb. Line 13. Tt is no more Jawful for you to be here, than far one that is not 
Chriſtned. ; 


( e ) Apoſtol. Can. 9. Repeted and explained by the Council of Antich, 
Can. 2. Concil, Edit. Labb. Tom. II. p. 561.D. That all that come to Church, 
and hear the Holy Scriptares ; but do not join in Prayer with the People, gr decline 
the Receiving of the Euchariſt, therein doing diſorderly , theſe muſt be caft ont-of 
the Ehurch by Excommunication. [+ 

Greg. I. Dialog. II. c. 23. At Maſs according to the Cuſtom, the Deacon cried, 
FF any one do not Receive, let him give place. 


| Gratian, Decret. de Conſecr. diſt. 1.c. 59. And more at laxge, Diſt. 2.c.10. 


Peracta. After the Conſecration, let all Receive that will not be put out of the 


Church. For ſo it was Ordained by the Apiſtles, and is held by the Holy Ro- 
man Church. On which words the Gloſs tells us; Thus it was Antiently, but 
aw every one 14 left to do as be pleaſes. | 


CF) Bellarm. de Miſſa. II. c. 9. Tertia, faith We read no where expreſly 
that the Antients offered the Sacrifice without the Communion of ſome | one or 
more beſide the Prieſt, Tet we may eaſily gather it by Conjefures. His firſt 
Conjecure is from a Canon of the Council of Nantes, which is not to be 
found but in Tvo after the year 1100. His ſecond is from that Canon 
which teaches plainly the contrary, and which therefore I quoted in Note 
Cc) The reſt are ſuch weak colors for the juſtifying of this practice, that 
he might better have only gone about to excuſe it, as he does Cap. 10. 
Septima, - by ſaying, That now oftentimes the Prieſt alone eats the Sacrifice, 
It is no fault of the Prieſts, or the nature of the Sacrifice, but the negligence of © 
the People. But he ſeems to have forgot that at ſome Maſles the Church does 
not require the preſence of the People. | 


Sure 
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Sure enough in the Apoſtles Church , as 
oft as they met to Worſhip God, they All did 
eat of that one -bread. 1 Cor.x. 17. And they 
All were made to drmk into one Spirit. 1 Cor. 
X11. 13» 

Ana whereas of this laſt, our Saviour ha. 
ving ſaid to his Diſciples, who were then Lay- 
men, Drink ye (a) all of it, St. Mark takes (a) Matth. 
particular notice, (6) that they all drank of it , ****27- 
which practice (we ſee) was followed in the (2) Mar.xiv, 
Apoſtolic (c) Church : The Roman (4) Church " 
will let her Laity drink none of it. None of the (4 , _ 
Cup of bleſsng which we bleſs; But the Cup of arink, the 
Unbleſſed Wine) the Ablution as they call it : 2 ws 
A trick which they brought up in chole corrupt 5.25, 2,, 


ignorant times, I know not why, if not on 28. Te et 


purpoſe to deceive the people, that they may _ 


not miſs the Wine, though they have none of bir Czp; and 
the Bleſſing, So far they are removed from 1 13: #* 


hab , : have been all 
the Original Church in her Sacraments, madetodrink 
So Juſtin M. 


Apol. 2. p» 97. E. and 98.E. declares the manner of thoſe times, that every 


one of the people that were preſent at the Sacrament did reccive it in 


- 


both kinds. | 
* (4) It appears that this manner was continued in following Ages, it does 
not appear that it was changed in any Church, till that Doctrine came in 
which requires' men to disbelieve their Senfes. This being hard to do in 
' that part of the Sacrament, the Cup was taken away by degrees in theſe 
Weſtern Churches. - | 


F 2 —_ The 


_— 
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. The firſt that writ for this uſe, (as far as I can find_) was Giflebertus, that 
lived about the year eleven hundred. Agzinas, that lived about one hundred 
and fifty years after, ſays that then this new manner was providently ob- 
ſerded in ſome Churches, Summ. Part. TI. q. So. art. 12. in Corp. After 
one hundred and fifty years more was the Council of Conſtance, whieh 
enjoin'd it to all; and that with a bold non obftante to all that Chriſt had 
faid or done to the contrary. For thus the Decree. Seff. r3. Concil. Ed. Labb. 
Tom. XII. 1e0.B, C. Though Chrift adminiſtred this Sacrament to bis Diſci- 
ples in both kinds, of bread and wine, yet Notwithſtanding this, the ap- 
proved Cuſtom of the Church is otherwiſe. And though in the © Primitive 
Church this Sacrament was then received by the faithful in both kinds ; Tet this 
Cuſtom was brought up with good reaſon, for the avoiding of ſome Perils and 
Scandals, &c, It feems they were ſuch as Chriſt did not foreſee, or the 
Autient Church did not find, for otherwiſe this had not been then to do. 


Laſtly, for the Worſhip of God, here cal- 
ted the Apoſtles Prayers, "There are many things 
im the Roman Church, whereof ſome were 
forbidden by the Apoſtles, and others can- 
not conſiſt with their DoFrine. 

The chief part of her Worſhip is the Sa- 
erifice of the Maſs ; and that is declared, in the 
Creed before-mentioned, to be a true proper 
propitiatory Sacrifice for the Doing and the dead. 


(a)It makes This horrible affront of Chriſts Sacrifice, (a) 
the Sacrifice 

of Chriſt as much lower invalue,as it is oftener offered than the Levitical Sacrifices. 
For the reaſon of their being. often offered was becauſe of their inſufficiency 
10 take away ſin. Heb. x. 11. Had Chrifts Sacrifice been like theirs, he mmſt 
often hzve ſuffered, Heb. ix. 25, 26. He muſt have oftentimes offered the ſame Sa- 
erifice, Heb. x. 11. As they ſay he doth at every Maſs in the Roman Church. 
But this be needed not > Chriſts Once was enough. Heb.vii, 27. and.ix. 12,26,28. 
and.x. 10, He offered one Sacrifice for fin for ever.. Heb. x. 12. and by that one of- 
fering he hath perfefed for ever them that are Sanfified, V.14. So that there is 
no more offering for ſin, V. 18. No more true proper propitiatory Sacrifice. 


and 


"  ———_———— 
En—— <> 
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. and abuſe of his Sacrament (a) together, was (#) The Sa- . 


brought in upon the back of that Doctrine crament of 


of the Corpereal Preſence. When, accord- Supper was 
' ing to that Doctrine, the Prieſt hath made * ained , 


. . ; : . © for the re- 
Chriſt ; Next he is to kill him, or do ſomthing membrance 


as bad; . for they pretend to (b) ſacrifice him nd repre- 

to God Fonds, | {ſentation of 
; - | the propitia- 

| | tory Sacri- 

fice of Chriſt, to be offered or made by every believer. He takes, eats, 
drinks he Does this, in remembrance of Chriſt, Luk. xxii. 19. and ſo doing 
he ſheweth forth the death of Chriſt, 1 Cor. xi. 26. and applicth to himſelf 
Chrilts body broken and his blood ſhed for us. - There goes with it an Eucha- 
riſtical Sacrifice, that is, before the Sacrament an Oblation ſolemnly preſented 
to God : in, and after it, a Spiritual Sacrifice of Prayer and Thankſgiving, 
an offering of our ſclves ſouls and bodies. For this every Chriſtian is a Prictt 
x Pet.ii.5. The manner of it is thus deſcribed in the old Roman Miſſal (ct 
forth by Pamelius. - After the reading of the- Goſpel, the Offertory is ſung, 
and the Oblations are offered by the people 1 out of which, Bread and Wine are 
ſet upon the Altar to be Conſecrated 3 and the Prayer is faid over the Qblati- 
ons. After this the Prieſt began the Canon of the Maſs, and faid the Com- 
memoration in theſe words, Remember Lord, all here preſent, who offer to thee 
this Sacrifice of praiſe, for themſelves and all theirs. Menardi Sacr. Gregor. 
P- 2. In thoſe times men ſaw the Oblations to which thoſe words did re- 
fer. But afterward when there was no more ſich offering, and no more 
breaking of Bread, but a Wafer to be offered by the Prieſt” for the People, then 
the Antient form was improper, and therefore they altered it thus. Remember 
Lord all here preſent, for whom We offer to thee, &c. So it ſtands now in 


the Romax Miflal, Where all the other Prayers, which were deſigned for 


the Euchariſt, are miſapplicd to the new Propitiatory Sacritice.. And yet 
ſtill they continue theſe following words of the Prayer after the Diptychs 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, By whom thou O Lord Createſt all theſe things 
always good, &c. and giveſt them to us, This they ſay over the Wafer 
and Wine after Conſecration.. Of the Creatzres of Bread and Wine, Sce the 
end of Page 47. 


Cb) Bell. 
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6) Bell. de Miſsa. Lib. I. Cap 2. Secundd. ſaith, All things whatſoeve' 
that are called Sacrifices in Scripture were of neceſſity to be deſtroyed : and that 
by Killing them, if they were living things » if without life, by Burning them, &c, 


How this is done, the Divines of that 

Ca) Bell. de Church (a) are not yet agreed, It were well 
_ agch if, at leaſt, they could tell Why they do it. 
WiieGi., For they had need, for ſuch a Sacrifice, to 
ter. Ybethcr haye a clear Inſtitution from God. Bur they 
” ok cannot pretend ta that. There is nothing 
0n,or Mandy. Clearly for it in all the Texts that chey bring 
cation, 8c. out of $cripture. This they were told aloud at 
the Council of 77ent (by: and others fince have 

ed) beds! acknowledged (c) it. They pretend indeed 
Jul. 24; P.- that it is clear in the Tradition of the Fathers, 
cre Paolo, But for the Fathers that received the Scripture 
Cardinaz * from the Apoſtles, it is evident (d) that they 
Palavicinn could not fnd any fuch thing in ic. Nor 
faith 7%" could any of them (e) that lived in the fiſt fix 
the Sacrifice hundred years. Nay they were to ſeek for 


o the M7: irthat lived above a thouſand years after the 
ed frm Apoſtles times. (f) 


. Scripture a- 


lone, without Tradition : particularly, that it cannot be proved from Chriſts word at 
the laſt Supper, but by the nuiform expoſition of the Fathers. He adds, that 
They did not ſo underſtand it, as if their ſenſe were of Faith. | we 

The truth is, the Ancient Fathers did not ſo underſtand our Saviours words, 
nor perhaps did many of the Trex: Fathers themſelves. For when the queſti- 
on was put, whether Chriſt at the laſt Supper offercd himſelf for a Propitia- 


tory Sacrifice 3 it held both the Divines and Biſhops in long Diſpute, =_ 
ard. 
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Card. re chejat XVII. 13. 11,&c. It was alledged on the one hand, that 


if that at the Jaſt Supper was a true Propitiatory Sacrifice, then that upon the 
Croſs contdbt only in remembrance of this : and on the other hand, if it was 
not ſuch a Sacrifice, then there was no ſuch Sacrifice Inſtituted by Chriſt ; tor 
the words of Inftitution, Hoc Facite, could refer to nothing elſe but to what 
was done then and there. (I have ſhewed that they refer to thoſe words, 
Toke, Eat, Drink; and were ſpoken to. the Diſciples, as Communicants, 
and no otherwiſc.)) After much time and heat, at laſt the Doctrine was 
ſet down in theſe words, that at the laſt Smpper Chriſt offered himſelf for 
s Sacrifice, without ſaying whether Propitiatory, or Euchariſtical, But nei- 
ther did this fatishe, faith Cardinal P2/lavicino, XVI. 9.3. 


Cc) Suarez in tertiam Aquin. diſp. 41. art. I. Secundd poteſt. faith, in 


the New Teſtament there are no convincing teſtimonies to prove that there is a 


true proper Sacrifice under the Goſpel. 


(4) None before Juſtin Martyr ſpeaks of Sacrifice among Chriſtians 3 un-- 


leſs Clemens Romanus, in his Epift, ad Cor. $. 36. Where he. calls Chrift the 
High Prieft' of our offerings. But he ſpeaks only of the Sacrifice of praiſe, and 
contrite hearts.. *Ibid. and $. 52, 


But for 7#ftin in his Book againſt Tryphon, p. 344+.c. He proves that we 
are all a Holy Prieſthood, becauſe God: accepts none but Prieſts : and yet all 
that offer the' Sacrifices which Chriſt delivered, in the EuchariR, or bleſſing 
of Bread and Wine, are accepted of God, And whereas the Jews ſay that, 
fince they have no temple, now their Prayers are their Sacrifice : So, faith he, 
I ſay; that Prayers and Thanksgivings, offered by them that are Worthy, are 
the Only perte& Sacrifices and acceptable to God. For Chriſtians have 
learnt to offer theſe things Onlyz and that even in commemoration of 
that food in which there is a remembrance of the Paſſion of Chriſt, 


The next Father was Irenexs,who writing adverſus Hereſes, Lib. IV.Cap.32. 
and 34. {heweth, that in the Oblation at the Euchariſt thoſe things which 
were offered to God according to the cuſtom of thoſe times were no other 
than his own Creatures of Bread. and Wine. See the end of Page 45. And con- 
cludes, that our Altar is in Heaven for thither it is that we ſend up our Prayers 
and Oblations, Which laſt words being taken into the Canon of the Roman 
Maſs remain there for a Teſtimony againſt their new Dofrine. 


C e) Euſfebs 
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(Ce) Euſcb. demonſir. Evang, Lib. I. Cap. 10. Edit. Pariſ.1528. p. 35, G. 
Chriſt offered to God that eminent Sacrifice for the Salvation of usall, and deli- 
vered to us a memorial to offer to God continually inſtead of a Sacrifice» A= 
gain P.39.A. We are taught to celebrate the memorial of that Sacrifice | of 
Chriſt] oz a Table by the Symbols of his body and blood, Ae goes on thus 
to the end of that Chapter. | | 


Auſtin Epiſt. 23. Tom. II. p. 9$3.B. Towards Eaſter, we ſay to morrow is 
the Lords Paſſion though it was many years ago that he ſuffered, and that 
Paſſion was but Once. So on Eafter-day, we ſay, to day the Lord aroſe 
though ſo many years are paſſed ſince his Reſurrefion. Why is no man ſuch 
a foo), to ſay we lie when we ſpeak thus ? But becauſe we name theſe days 
upon the account of their Likeneſs to thoſe days in which theſe things 
were done. Was not Chriſt but once Offered in Himſelf ? and yet in 
the Sacrament he is Sacrificed by the People, not every Eaſter, but every 
[Communion ] day and it is no lie, if being asked one thould anſwer that 
Chriſt is Sacrificed, | 


Chryſoſt, in Hebr. S. 17. p. 523.15. We offer not. another $ acrifice, as the 
High Prieft did | among the Jews,] but we offer always the ſame. Nay ra- 


£ 


ther we make -@ Remembrance of the Sacrifice, 


Cf} ) Pet. Lombard Sent. Lib. IV. diſt, 12. Puts the queſtion, Whether 
that which the Prieſt doth, is called properly a Sacrifice * He anſwers, that 
which is Offered and Conſecrated by the. Prieſt, is called a Sacrifice and Obla 
zion > becauſe it is @ Remembrance and Repreſentation of the True Sacrifice on 
che Croſs. Dh | 

Gratian de Conſecr, IT. dift. 2. c. 48, 51,53, 54- is plain for the Sacrifice, 
but ſeems to be againſt the True Proper Propitiatory. | 


Some indeed: of the Antients have ſpoke 


(a) Sce Eu- Of an unbloody Sacrifice, (a) and that offered by 


ſeb.demonft. 

Evang lib. I. C. 1C. p. 39,40. Where heexplains it alſo, of a Contrite heart, 
and of Praiſes and Prayers. So in his Ecclſ, Hiſt, 1, x. c, 4. p. 386, D. and 
life of Conſtantin, lib. iv. c. 45.  * TO 


every 


WY 
td 
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every (a) Chriſtian ; as well without the Sa. (-)Chryſo. 


crament as with it. Bur as they alway de- OG 


nied any more Bloody Sacrifice ; So little did 2. In theſe 
they think of 'an unbloody ro take away fin, ®ings here 


7 is no difference 


and that ſuch as none could offer but the Prieſt. pew, 1 
How much leſs, that Chriſt himſelf muſt be Pris and the 
that Sacrifice; nay, muſt come from heaven, ©" 
both to offer, and to be offered ; andthatup. 
on ſuch pitiful ſmall, or needleſs occaſions ! 
The moſt common pretence, not to mention 
any (b) worle, is to fetch a foul our of Purga- (5) To al- 
tory; Which the Prieſt is to do for a ſmall lay _— 
piece of Silver. But they have-other devices (© 6c. $: 
to do the ſame thing. Therefore why muſt the Romas 
Chriſt come from Heaven to earn this mony 2 al. 
And be ſent on theſe errands ten thouſand 
times a day? And every time ſuffer as much 
(c) as it coſt him to Redeem all mankind 2 (c) Conc. 
This horrible Myſtery, unknown to former Loo ni 
Ages, was kept for times worthy of ſuch a dif: 2. + ;; At 
covery ; Thoſe dark diſmal times that brought = = ſame 
in the Groſleſt errors of Popery. a. 
Other things in their Worſhip are new and which 
bad Enough, though they do nor come up to Gu or 
the Monſtrouſneſs of this: Namely , their Croſs, and 
prayerto Angels, and to Saints departed this ##* 01% i» 


; ; the Way of 
life, and their prayer for Souls in Purgato- wing jv. 


TY; 
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ry; which things together make up a great 
part of their Offices in the Roman Church. 
For the firſt of theſe, Prayer to Angels; We 
cannot. ſay that there was no ſuch thing in 
the Apoſtles times. - For an Apoſtle, by mi- 


(o)Rev-Xix. ſtake, Was like to have uſed it, (a) but was 
30% TP, the forbid by the Angel to whom he offered wor- 
Angel with ſhip. And another Apoſtle writ (b) purpoſe- 
01g ad ly againſt ir as being a Superſtition that _—_ 
downtoWor- would then have brought into the Church. 


ſoip bim: ard But thoſe inſtances ſufficiently ſhew thart it 
he ſaid to 

me, See tb Could beno part of the Ypoſtles Prayers. 

do \it not > 1 

am thy fellow Servant, &c. Worſhip God. Again, Rev. xxii. 8, 9, The Apo- 
ſtle was like to have committed the ſame Error, taking the Angel for Chritt 
whom he repreſented, and in whoſe name he ſpoke; verſe 13. and 16. Till he 
was better informed by the Angel himſelf. For, faith Athanaſius cont. Ari- 
anos Orat. 3. Þ. 394. B, Angels know that they are, not of them that are to be 
 Worſhipped, but of them that are to Worſhip the Lord, The like is ſaid by St.dru- 
tin de vera Relig. c. 55. Tom. I. p. 717. C. 


(6b). Colofl. ii. 18. Let no man beguile you of your Reward, in a volun- 
tary humility, - Worſhipping of © Angels, intrnding into things he hath 
not ſeen. Whether it was that Superſtition of the Efſens mentioned by 
Foſephus de bell. Jud. xi. 7. Or whether that of Simon Magus, ſerving 
Angels, which was accounted a ſort of Tdolatry, and condemned by $t. Peter 
the Apoſtle, as Tertnllian ſaith, de. preſcr. heret. c. 33. p. 245. B. 


Chryfoft. in Coloff. S. 1. p. 90. 9. Saith,, it was the chief deſign of 
that Epilile, to beat down the Error of them that made addreſſes ta 
God by the Angels. | 


Ibid. S. 5. Pp. 114. 14. He ſaith, it was the Devil, that put it in their 
heads. 


Ibid. S. 6. p. 123. 27. They ſaid, We muſt. come to God by by An- 
gels, and not | iramediately | by Chriſt, for that is a thing too bigh for us. 


4191s 


—_ 
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This Error, ſaith Theodoret in his Comment on that Text, . continzed 
long among the People of Coloſl® and of the adjacent Countries. And for this 
cauſe a Council met at Laodicez , a City about twenty miles from Coloſſe, 
made a Law againſt Praying to Angels. It is the 35. Canon of that Coun- 
cil, that ao Chriſtian ſhall leave the Church, and go, and name Angels; that 
is, call upon them in Prayer, as all the Scholiaſts underſtand it, with Theo- 
doret above-mentioned. To do which thing, the Council faith, is Secret Ids- 
latry: a charge that ſo nearly touches them in the Roman Church, that, 
to avoid it, they have made no Conſcience of turning the word Angeles 
into 4Angwlos, and the Senſe of the Canon into Nonſenſe, in their Latin 


Editions of that Council. 


For Prayer to Saints, as the Apoſtles! have 
left no Example; ſo they could have none 


before them, according to the Doctrine (a) of e) They 
the now Roman Church. Nor is there any 2* *9t 


colour for it in (6) Scripture, nor in the ( c )befure Chit 
Tradition of the Apoſtles Age. There are. <1 Lim- 


. : 'bus Patrum 
many things in both (4 ) to the contrary. till his Re- 
{urrec&ion 3 
and therefore could not hear the Prayers of the Living. This is obſerved by 
Bellarm. de Sand. Beat. I. 19. Item Exod. Who therefore, as he pretends 
not to bring any Text out of the New Teſtament, So might have ſpared 
thoſe which he brings out of the Old Teſtament, to prove the Invocation 


of Saints in Heaven, whichis the thing in Queſtion. 


(b) Card, Perron Replique V. 12. Granteth, that for Prayer to Saints, 
there is no Precept nor any formal Example in Scripture, 


Cc) Ibid. V. 19. p-371- He alſo granteth, that in the Authors who lived 
next the times of the Apoſtles —— There is not to be found any Footſtep of this. 
But he comforts himſelf, that .in them there is nothing repugnant, but all fa- 
wourable to it. Of which ſee more in the next note. 


(4, For Scripture. I Kings viii. 39, Then Only knoweſt the hearts of all 


men. Pſal.lxv. 2. Thou that heareſt Prayer,to thee ſhall All fleſh come, Mat.iv.10. 
h G 2 | Thow 
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Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him Only ſhalt thou ſerve, Chriſt al- 
{ſo theweth us this in his perfect Pattern of Prayer. 

For the Fathers of the Apoſtles times; See Juttin Martyr before in P. 20. 
Noteh, ;. The Church of Smyrna in their Epilile concerning Polycarp's death, 
ſays, It was a Calumny of the Fews, who ſaid that we would worſhip him 
after his. death, For we cannot leave Chriji. ner can we worſhip any other. 
For. we worſhip him, as being the Son of God: But frr the Martyrs, as being 
the Diſciples and Followers of the Lord, we love 1929: nendingly. Uſi, Edit. 
p. 27. Theophilus Antioch.aad Autol.L.p.7 7. Tic fving will not allow any 
that bear Office under him 'o be called Kirps.——- So neither is it lawful for 
any to be worſhipped but God only, Textallian. Scorp. eti$%p, 620, I am preſcribed 
not to call any other, God , —nor to adore, nor to worſhip, any other, in any manner 
whatſoever, © - FEIEL | 


But after ſome hundreds of years, when 
Chriſtianity was the Eftabliſhed Religion, 
and Heathens came by droves intothe Church , 
It is no wonder thatthey' who in: their Gen- 
tiliſm Prayed-to Deified men, more than to 
God,. were apt to run into this Superſtiti- 
on. . They, were till for a Religion that 
would affect the ſenſe. And they found mat- 
ter for it at the Memories of the Martyrs ; 
where from the Miracles that were wrought 
for the Teſtimony of their Faith, They took 
occaſion to treat the Saints as before they 

Ca) Auſtin had done their Heathen (4 ) Gods, and to 


Confel. Lib. addreſs themſelves to them for thoſe Tem- 
6. c. 2. Tom. | 

L. p. 108. B, Saith, I: was the Cuſtom in Aﬀric to bring Potages . and Bread 
and Wine to the Monuments of the Saints, And thus his mother Monica did 
till St. Ambroſe rebuked her for it. The like was done in other Coun- 
tries. It was a Cyftom brought in out of Heatheniſm, 


poral 


— 
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ppeal ( 4) benefits which they took to be con- 


erred by their means. 


Serm. de 
Sanctis 47. 
IWe expe by their Interceſſion to receive of the Lord Temporal . I®nefits, It 1s 
in the Roman Breviary, the fourth Leffon in Commune Plurime Mart. extra 
temp. Paſch. 


It may ſeem ſtrange that ſome of the Fa- 
thers of the Church ſhould give countenance 
(b) to this popular Error. But however they (4/Some of 
complicd with the weakneſs of the people, i pas 
in hope to promote their Zeal to Religi- zen,&c. uſed 
on ; and perhaps they might have ſome other © Fbc- 
Hypotheſes (c)) of their own; yet they writ Poctical 
things (d) which could not conftft with this —_ 
worſhip. And ſome of the Fathers (e,) writ ded like for- 
dire&tly againſt it.” They afſerted ro God mal Prayers. 


(f) the whole duty of Worſhip. They own- But they 


Wcre nor 


ed no other Mediator but Chrift. (9) This &o intended, 


they all acknowledged to be the ſenle of the wO_ 
(b) Catholic Church. y his ca 


ling . upon 

: | Saints with 
theſe Additions, If you have any ſenſe, ov if you have any care of our matters : 
Which plainly ſheweth that he ſpoke in imitation of the.Heathen Orators and 
Poets, or of the Academic Philoſophers whe held nothing certain concern- 
ing the ſtate of departed ſouls. Greg. Naz. in Gorgouiam, & Stelit. 1. 


C c )) Baſil and Auſtin have ſome taſt of that Platonic Opinion 3 That 


ſouls hover about thoſe places where their bodies or any part of them is. 


laid. And hence they thought that the fouls of the Martyrs might be 
preſent to hear and to diſpatch thoſe ſuits that were made at their Me- 
mories. Baſil of St. Mamas Tom, I. p. 595. D. Aug. de Cura pro mort. Cc. 16. 


Tom. IV. p. 892.B. 
(d) St. Au 


—— 


C a )) Auſtin | 


torical or 


een ne 
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(4d) St. Auſtin de Vera Religione. c. 55, Tom. 1. p. 716. C, Says 
be worſhip of dead men ſhould be no part of our Religion. If they hove 
lived piouſly, — they are to be honoured for Imitation, not to be worſhipped for 
Religion. * | 


Ce) Epiphan. her. 79. cap. 5- Neither is Elias to be worſhipped, 
though he is among the living nor is John to be mig 3 ——1r is Tecla, 
nor any of the Saints worſhipped: and cap. 7. Though Mary was a moſt ex- 
cellent perſon and holy , and honoured; yet not ſo as to be worſhipped. 


Cf) Greg, Nyſſen. Cont. Eunom, or. 4. Edit. Paris 1635. Tom. II. p. 
146. B, We are taught to conſider every Creature as being without the Di- 
vine Nature, and to worſhip and adore that Nature Only which is not Crea« 
ted. 


Aug. de Quant. Anime, c. 34. Tom. I. p. 598. C. I is Divinely and 
ſingularly delivered in the Catholic Church, that the ſoul is to worſhip no Crea- 
ture, but him only that is the Creator of all things. 


C g ) Aug. in Pal. Ixvi. Tom. VIII. p. 661.B. He alone of them that hath 
worn fleſh, there within the veil makes Interceſſion for us. 


Id. cont. Parmen, 1. 2. c. 8. Tom. VII. p. 32. B, He who Intercedes 
for all, and none for him, 7s the only and true Mediator. 


' (6b) That this is not the (enſe of the now Roman Church, appears by: 
the Index Expurgatorins, Ed. Madrit, 1667. Which on thoſe words of 


Nyſſen Note (& ) bids, ſtrike out the word Only. p. 146. Col. 1. from the In- 
dex of Epiphanius, bids ſtrike out thoſe words, That no Creature is to be 
worſhipped z and alſo thoſe, that Saints are not to be worſhipped. p. 547. Col. 1. 
and 2, and from the Index, of St. Auſtin, ſtrike out thoſe words, that only 
God is to be worſhipped; and alſo thoſe, that Saints are to be honoured, and 
not worſhipped. p. 56. Col. 2. and p. 57. Col. 2. We may be ſure that what 
they diſlike is not their own Doctrine. 


But the darker times grew, the more that 
Error | prevailed, The people led their 
Guides, and tolled them on with worldly 
advantage; who repaied them with lying 
(4) won- 


—— Re rr rr OI 
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(a) Wonders and Viſions to confirm them in (,) pcttarm. 
their Error. At laſt by Poetry (6) itgot in- de Sand. 
to the Offices of the Church. And yer then —— 6 


; F - Probatur 
they had no Doctrine ſufficient to bear it. quintoſhews 


A thouſand years (c) after Chriſt they were 9 © was 
proved by 


not ſure that the Saints heard their Prayers, Viſions and 
or that the Saints (d) are in Heaven, which Miracles. 
is the very Foundation of their worſhip. -;) g, 
Their very Prayers (e) taught them the con- Hymns and. 
trary. And therefore they that came after, al- iphons. 
tered them in ſome places. But yer till -,> 6,4, 
there is enough left in che Maſs Book ( f )to decr. 11. 


| | Wy” caul.. 13. 4s 
ſhew them how far they are removed from epi, 7 


the Old Roman Church. Caſe has his 

ſenſe in 
theſe words. Gratian moves the Queſtion, Whether they that are departed 
this life know what is done here by the living ? and he Anſwereth that they do 
not. 


Lombard: Sent. I. 4. c. 45. Sed forte, Puts: the Queſtion Whether 
Saints hear the Prayers of their Petitioners * and he anſwereth, that. it zs 
not Incredible that they do, This. was far enough. from a. certainty.- 


C 4 _) Conc. Trent. Seff. ult. Founds this worſhip on this Doctrine; 
That the Saints are in Heaven and reign: with Chrift, This is the Founda-- 
tion of all, faith Bellarmin de San&t. Beat. in Przf, For therefore the 
Souls of the Prophets and Patriarchs were not ſo worſhipped and called upon, 
as we now worſhip and call upon the Apoſtles and Martyrs, becauſe they were 
yet kept ſhut up in the infernal Priſons. | 


Now that all deceaſed Chriſtians are ſhut up in like mannex, (the Saints 
not excepted,_)- was the Dorine of the Old Roman Church. For thus: 
the Prayed Lord remember all thy Servants and All thy Handmaids , who- 
bave gone before us with the ſign of Faith, and who ſleep the ſleep of 

Peace. 


hb 
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thace. Grant to all that reſt in Chriſt a place of Refreſhing, and of Light and 
Peace, we humbly beſeech thee. Liturg. Gregor. in Bibl. Patr. Gr. Lat. 


Tom. II. p. 129. C. 


Therefore alſo, in their Maſſes for any Biſhop that died, they prayed 
thus 3 Grant, O Lird, that this Oblation may profit the Soul of thy ſervant 
and Biſhop Such a one. Gregor. Sacram. ſuper Oblata, Edit. Menardi. p. 
227. and Edit. Pamelii. p. 385. And thus they Prayed yearly for Pope 
Leo I. on his day Fwne, 28. as appears in Edit. Menardi. p. 112. and 
thus for Pope Gregory I. on his day, March 12. as appears in Edit. Pa- 
melil. P. 209. | 


But in the now Roman Miſſal all theſe Prayers are changed. And 
great reaſon they ſhould be ſo, when the Church has changed her Do- 
E&rinc., For as the Gloſs faith of Leo, Antiently the Church prayed for 
him, but Now he prayeth for us, and ſo the Church Office was changed. 
Gregor. Decr. III. 41. 6, Tertio Loco. Therefore now the Prayer on 
thoſe Saints-days is thusz Grant, Lord, that this Oblation may profit Us 
by the Interceſſion of thy ſervant Leo, or Gregory. And yet in the Office 
pro defun&is, and that as well for any other, as for a Biſhop ; the words 
are ſtill, ( what they uſed for thoſe Saints in former times, _) Grant, O 
Lord, that this Oblation may profit the Soul of thy Servant Such a one. 


And for that Praycr above-mentioned, in Canon Mifle Commem. pro 
defundis, they firſt left out thoſe words All thy Servants and All thy 
Hand-maids , and Praycd thus, Lord remember Them who have gone before us, 
as it ftandeth in Ed. Pamelii. p. 182. But the word Them cxtending to 
Saints as well as others, they altered it again, Remember Lord thy Ser- 
wants and Hand-maids N. and N. who are gone before us, But till the 
end of that Prayer remains as It was, Grant All that reſt in Chriſt a place 
of refreſhing, and of light and peace, we humbly beſeech thee, They that 
Made this Prayer did not belicve that the Saints were already in Heaven , 
and therefore they knew not the Foundation. of theſe Prayers to Saints 
that are now uſcd in the Roman Church. 


The Prayers for Souls in Purgatory could 
be no antienter than the Docrine of Pur. 
oatory. was. And. therefore having ſhewn 


(a) that 
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(a) that the Apoſtles had no ſuch Dodtrine, [ (9) $24,295 
need not prove that theſe were none of their " 
Prayers. Burt if they prayed for the dead on 
any other ( b) account, it doth not concern /, )2T, 

4 im. 
the now Roman Church : For ſhe pretends 1.18. St. Paul 
(c) not to pray for any dead, but for them that Py for 0- 


: neſiphorus \ 
arein P Urgatory. ST 


> grant unto 
him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that Day : that is, at the day of 
Judgment, He might well be living when St. Paul made that Prayer. 


(c) Conc. Trent. Seff. 25. That the Souls which are kept there in Purgatory 
are profited by the Prayers of the Faithful. 


Bellarm. de Purg, lib. 2. c. 38. It #5 certain that the Prayers of the 
Church do not profit the Bleſſed, nor the Damned, but only them that live in 
Purgatory. 


Azor, Inſtit. Moral. Tom. I.lib. 8.c. 20. Neque vero 3 faith, the Greeks pray 
for the dead : but Certainly neither for the Bleſſed, nor for the Damned, which 
were plainly Abſurd and Impious. 


The truth is, the Greeks prayed for the Bleſſed 3 even for the Virgin 
Mary, and the Apoſtles. And fo did the Antient Roman Church in thoſe 
Offices which the preſent Roman Church hath both corrupted , and miſ- 


applyecd. 


And yet to do her Right, ſhe hath nor one 
prayer expreſly for them in all her Offices C4) In the 
(4d) for the dead, The Reaſon is, becauſe wag for the 


dead, there 

is not the name of Purgatoryz nor it doth not appear that the Church 
thought of any ſuch thing. The Hymn is wholely of the day of Judgment. 
The Prayers are for deliverance at that Day: and if they are for any thing 
elie, it 15 nothing but what is asked for All the Faithful as much as for any 
. perſon. The Leſſons and Sequences are all _— the ReſurreQion, There 
| is 
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| (b) Sce,P5 J» ction. 
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is not among, them One Text of thoſe Many that are brought for the proof 
of Purgatory : except only 2 Mac. xii. 43- Which according to the Roman 
Doctrine ſhould be rather for Limbzs, than for Purgatory z But indeed it 
relates to neither, but (as the Office intends it,) to the Reſurretion. 


thoſe Offices were made before that Fiction 
_ was generally believed. The Offices were fit. 

(a) They are | Ee © l 
zorecable e- ted to thoſe DoCtrines (4) waich were Then 
nough ny e) in the Rom: Church - Which ( as || have 
par bainging ſhewn) () were much different frum what 
So. where their Doctrines 


We 


Concerning {he hath now. 
the ſtate of (vere doubtful, there the Prayers are in am- 
Souls, which , . 

are mentio- biguous (c) terms. But they are plain enough 
ned before 5h that which is of Faith, that is, where they 
P. 29, Note 3 


a.) pray (d) (as we do,) for a bleſſed Reſurre- 


(c) Miff. pro defunQ, Offertorium 3 Lord Feſus —— deliver the ſouls. of All 
Faithf#! deceaſed from the Pains of Hell —— that they may not fall into darkneſs 
But that the ſtandard-bearer St. Michael may carry them into eternal lizþt, 


Ibid. The Prayer in the Obits; We pray thee for the ſoul of thy Servant N. 
that thou wouldejt not deliver it into the hands of the Enemy, nor forget it for ever 3 
but command it to be received by thy Holy Angels, and be led to the land of the 
Living That he may come ta rejyce in. the Society of thy Saints, So MIT. Sarum. 
That he may not ſuffer Eternal pains but poſſeſs Eternal joys , So the Old Roman. 
But the New has changed Eternal into Infernal, as being more for the ſenſe of 
the preſent Church. 


(4) Ib. Tractus. Abſolve, O Lord, the Souls of all the Faithful deceaſ 
from everybond. of their ſins and by the aid of thy Graee let them obtain to eſ- 
cape the Judgment of Vengeance, and to enjoy the bleſſedneſs of Fternal 
Laght. | | 


p , 


Ib, 


m—_— 
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Ib. Poſt-communion among the diverſe Prayers, Abſotve, O Lord, the foul of 
dhis thy ſervant from every bond of his ſins that, in the glory of the Reſurre- 
dion, he being Raifed again may have refreſhment ammg thy Saints and choſen 


ones. 


But becauſe that is aſſured to all that die in 
Chriſt, whether in a Perte& or Imperfect e- 
ſtare; and men will not buy Prayers for that 
which will come without asking : Therefore 
ro get their mony, there was no better way, 
than to perſuade them that their friends, 
might be fetched out of Purgatory, or might 
be eaſed in ir, by fuch Prayers as were then 
uſed in the Church. There might have been 
new Prayers made for the purpoſe. * But as 
bad as times were, in thatdarkneſs of Popery, 
ſome would have declared againſt ſuch a 

roſs Innovation. Therefore it was thought 
enough to keep the old Prayers, and get the 
Church to interpret them, as ſhe hath done 
(a) ſufficiently to ſhew her own Novelty in 


C4) Counc. 
Trent. Scfl. 


this matter. 25. decr. Of 
| Prrgatory. 

Let the Biſhops take care, that the ſuffrages of the living Faithful, viz. the 

Sacrifices of Maſſes and Prayers, &c. which' have been uſually made for the 


Faithful deceaſed, be made according to the Ordinance of the Church, 


For the other parts of their Worſhip, we 
read that the Ptimitive Chriſtians, . that lived 
nextthe Apoſtles times, had their Leſſons from 

| H 3 the 
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( a) Sce p. the Scriptures (a) of the Old and New Te- 
20, Note, 4 q. ment. So they have ſome likewiſe in the 
Roman Church. But for every ſuch Leſſon, 
they have Two Leſſons out of other Books : 
And no ſmall part of them (I fay no more 


my mar than I can prove, } are as arrant Fables (b) 
whom they 4 any that are in the Heathen Poets. 

make tharers 

with Chrilt in their Prayers, and pray to God to be heard for their Merits and 
Interceſſion . not a few of the Perſons themiclves are meer Fictions as 
St. Chriſtopher, St. Parnel, St. Catherine, St. Winifrid, St. Urſulaand her eleven 
thouſand companions. Moſt of the others are of doubtful Authority : and 
Some, for onght they can know, and as they have reafon to fear, are Damned 
Souls : as Pope Steven,Pope Marcellinus, Pope Felix II, St.Thomas Becket, St. Do- 
minic. But of the true Saints, not a few of their ſtories are Fables; as thoſe 
of the Immaculate Conception, Preſentation , and Aſſumption of the Vir- 
gin Mary; of the Appatition of St. Michael, May, 8. Of the Martyrdoms 
of ſome Apoſtles, Of almoſt all the Antient Popes; Of St. Denis and his 
fellows, &c. Add the Tales of St. Peters chains, Auguſt, x. Of the Dedi- 
cation of the Lateran, and the Vatican Churches, Novemb. g. and 18. 


For the Language of their Prayers and Of- 
fices in their Church , it is all in Latin, and 
that is an Unknown tongue. It is a chance if 
any there underſtands it. And their Church 


Cc)-Conc, 18 not concerned (c) that they ſhould under- 


Trent Sefl. | 
22.Cap. 8 Tr bath ſeemed to the Fathers not to be expedient that every where 
Maſs ſhould be ſaid in the Vulgar Tongue. There is an Order indeed, that 
oftentimes between the Maſles: ſome body ſhould expound Somthing to the 
people of what is read to them in the Maſj, Suppoſe ſome part of the Goſpel, 
or- the like. But that will not make them able to join with him that 
xeads it, And-Bellarmin ſaith, in thoſe Myſteries there are Many things which 
Ought 


— 
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Onught to be ſecret ; meanivg I ſuppoſe, that the People Ought not to under- 
ſtand them. Bellar. de Verbo Dei. 1, II.c.15.Septimo, | 


ſtand it : But St.Panl was, as we read, 1 Cor.xiv. 
14. If T pray, ſaith he, in an Unknown tongue, 
my Spirit prays, but my Underſtanding is unfruitful. 
But 1 will pray with the Spirit, and I will pray 
with the Underſtanding alſo. Again, verſe 16. 
Flow ſhall he that ſtands im the room of the un- 
learned ſay, Amen, at thy giving of thanks ? ſee- | 
ing be Underſtands not what thou ſayeſt. Again, | 
verſe g. In the Church Thad rather ſpeak five | 
words with my. Underſtanding, that by my voice 1 
might teach others alſo, than ten thouſand words in | 
an Unknown tongue. Theſe are plain Texts of | 
Scripture, which-the Roman Church evidently 
tranſgreſſing, does wiſely no doubr to keep the [ 
Scriptures from the Reading or Underſtand- 
| ing of her people. For otherwiſe, it could 
| be no great comfort to them, to find how 
directly ſhe goes againſt, as well the Precepts, 
as the Practice of the Apoſtles. 

I ſhave ſhewn thar ſhe doth it, not only in | 
ane, or aftew, Inftances ; Burt in Many, and | 
thoſe of the greateſt note; In all the Notes 
that the Apoſtles hayegiven-us of a true Chri- 


{tian Church... 


Having | 
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Having given this account of herthat calls 
her ſelf the Catholic Church ; Having ſhewn 
how far ſhe is removed from this Church 
in my Text; I ſhall not paſs any judgment 
upon her, as ſhe peremptorily doth upon 
others, damning all that are not of her Com. 
munion : Better leave that to God, and they 
will find ſo at the laſt day. Only, being as 
ſhe is, I think we have all reaſon to beware. 
of her; to thank God that we are at this di. 
ſtance from her, to bleſs her for her curſes, 


(a) Gun- (4) that have cauled that diſtance; to Pray for 
powder p 


Treaſon Her and her Children, that they may be purged 
Edit. 1679. from their Errors; And till then, ro Watch 


.Iog. F . 
Fm 4 i and Pray for our ſelves ; and to pur K., at 


Eliz. r. wo leaſt, in our Private Litany, (it ſhall al- 
Il. all Pa- . . | ; 
1 cams 6 oY bein mine,) from Popery good Lord deliver 
our Church WS. 

and Service 

without Scruple. But when once the Bull of Pope Pius Quintus was come 
and publiſhed, wherein the Pueen was accurſed and depoſed, and her Subjefs 
diſcharged of their Obedience and Oath, yea, Curſed if they did obey her, Then 
did they all forthwith refrain the Church, then would they have no more ſociety 
with us in Prayer. 


Letus next conſider our own Church , and 
when I ſay our own, I know you all un- 
derſtand me, that I ſpeak of the Church of 
England in the farſt place; and P—_—_ 

y 
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bly of all other Reformed Churches. And 
this I ſay; If any Church which holds the 
ſame Dofrine, which retains the ſame Go- 
vernment, Which partakes the ſame Sacraments, 
and the ſame Worſhip of God, as they did in 
the Apoſtles times, be a true Apoſtolical 
Church : We are bound to bleſs God, who 
hath placed ns where we are ; who hath 
made us Members of ſuch a Church, which 
hath all thoſe Chara&ters ſo entire and ſo vi. 
ſible in it. | 

Firſt for Doctrine, we profeſs to believe 
(a) the Holy Scriptures, which (I have ſhewn) (=) 06 
(b) have been antiently thought to contain" ©" 


RR 


the whole Dofrine of the Apoſtles. We ac. (51506 . 


, "1 mY Io. Note a, 
knowledg for Canonical Scriptures, neither &c. 


leſs nor more, than all thoſe Books (c )()1b.art.s. 
whoſe Authority 1s undoubted m the Church. We And this is 


| | proved in 
profeſs the ſame Faith, and no more, than 5... 


all Chriſtians. have profeſſed in all Ages : fins Book of 
namely (d) that which is briefly comprized " C007 
in the Apoſtles Creed ; (e) explained in the ure. 


Creeds called the Nicen, Cf )and that of A-(4) are. 8, 


(Ce) Office of Baptiſm, Wilt thu be Baptized in this Faith 2 T will, 


(F) This alone was enough to make one a Catholic in the times of the 
Chriſtian Emperors. Cod. Theodof, lb. XVI. Edicta de Fide Catholica, 
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thanafius; and proved in every Article or 
| nes en Point (a) by the Holy Scriptures taken in 
of Preachers. that ſenſe, which is both moſt evident in the 


Weare obli- yyords, and which hath been approved by the 
ged , under » | 


pain of Ex- Conſent of the Univerſal Church. 

communica- 

tion, to teach nothing but what is agreeable to the Old and New Teſtament, 
and what the Catholic Fathers and Antient Biſhops have gathered out of that very 
Dodrin. Statut. 1. Eliz.z. We judg all thoſe things to be Heretie which 
were declared ſo by the four General Councils : therein following the Judg- 
ment of the Antient Church. See AIfrics Saxon Canon 33. There were 
four Comncils for defence of the Faith againſt Heretics. There were many 
Councils, ſince that time, but theſe four were the moſt firm. 


(b) Art. 8. Secondly for the Government (b) of our 
Church, as to the Conſtitution of it, it is 
according to the Scripture rules and Primi- 
tive patterns. | 

And for the Exerciſe of it ; It goes as far 
as the looſeneſs of the Age will bear. If 

(c)Sce the this hath weakened the (c) Diſcipline of our 

Commina- Church, we know the ſame looſeneſs hath 

w” . the ſame effect elſewhere, even in thoſe 

() 1Cor-- Churches of the” Roman Communion : And 

Ce Board it had no leſs in: the Church of Corinth (d ) 

ſcc Clemens jn; the Apoſtles times. 

came For the perſons that are emploied in the 

Ce) Art. 23. Miniſtery; (e) They are ſuch as are law- 

and Offices fxtly called to it ; they are Conſecrated and 


of Ordina- : 
tion. Ordained 


« a7 A CELENMITY 
, IR $7 1 AE. 2 3 PIO . _ - 
I — — -—_ 2 py ©3 of + LAGS 'F Few — ; — | 
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Ordained for that purpoſe ; and that (a) ac- «.) Proved 
cording to the Scripture and Canons of the oO - 
Univerſal Church. They are ſuch as wholly Mini. 4rgt. 
attend onthis very thing,in the Apoſtles (b) words. 5 ) Rom. 
And for our Church of Enzland, I may add, xiii. 6. | 
without prejudice to any other, we can de- 
rive the Succeſſion (c) of. our Biſhops from the ( c) Maſin 
Apoſtles, as high as moſt Churches can, even — 
. of them in the Roman Communion. | Succeſſion, 

- Thirdly, for our Sacraments ; (d) we ule the (4) art,25. 
ſame, and no other than thoſe, which Chriſt 
expreſly left to his Church : I mean, which he 
both Inſtituted, and Commanded us to uſe ; 

» Which can be ſaid of no other than only Bap- 
tiſm, and the Lords Supper. - 
Laſtly, For our Public Worſhip, we have ; 
cauſe to bleſs God that has given us ſuch a Li-- * | 
eurgy ; in which, according to all che meaſures 
we have of the Apoſtles, we -can ſee nothing 
but what, as to the Subſtance, 1s Theirs; And 
our moſt malicious Enemies . can tell us of no 
other ill they ſee in it, but only this, that 
the Words of it are Ours. | 
The Miniſtration of this Worſhip and of 
theſe Sacraments, is in a Language (e )un-(e) Art. 24. 
derſtood by all thoſe that are concerned in | 
them. They can all ſay Amen (f )to their (f) » Cor. 
I Prayers," " 
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(a) Art.20. Prayers, It is german with ſuch Rites, (a)as 

arenot againſt the word of God, bur are agree- 
(b) 1 Cor. able to it; being only (b) for order and decency. 
fe) — ;z And we ule them, (c)not as neceſſary in them- 
and Pretaces ſelves, but in obedience to the Authority 
_ me which every Church hath over its own Mem- 

”! | bets. | 

(4) Cyprian Wedo, according to Saint Cyprians (d) rule, 
LN condemn or judg no other Church. We ſeparate 
Earthag. de from none, any otherwiſe, than by purging 
beret. Bapt. gur ſelves (e) from thoſe things, which we be- 
c 4 lieve to be Corruptions, and Errors : ro which 
1603. Can. end ſeveral of thoſe Articles were framed, to 
zo. ie be ſubſcribed by our own Clergy, without 


h a 
land rol impoling them on any other. 


clares: that | 

ſhe was ſo far from being willing to depart from the Churches of Ttaly, Francc, 
Spain, Germany, &c. in all things that ſhe knew they beld and Obſerved; that 
ſhe diſſented from thoſe Churches in thoſe Articles Only, in which they fir}t fell a- 


way, both from their own former Integrity, and alſo from the Apoſtolical Churches 
from which they had their Original, » _ 


In all theſe reſpets, our Church holds a 
. Communion, or bath done nothing to break 
it, with any other National Church ;. no, nor 

With thoſe of the Roman Communion : and is, 
not only, what they deny, a true Member ; but 

what they are not, a Sound member, of that 

one Holy Catholic Church, which was from 

| the 
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the beginning, and which will be to the end of 


the world. 
Thelaft thing is, having proved we have a 
true Church, to perſuade you, Firſt to continue 


in it ſtedfaſtly. And Secondly in che Belief 


and Pradtice of thoſe things, by which it ap- 
pears to be a trtie Church. And LZaftly, to 
profit by them ; and ſo to adorn our Holy Re- 


 ligionwitha Holy and good Converſation. 


Firſt, to perſuade you to continue ſtedfaſtly in 
this Church ; it is enough, it you are convin- 
ced that you cannot mend your felves by any 
Change. 

Who would not defire to continue where he 
is well 2 Who would not ſtick toxhat which is 
the beſt he can chuſe 2 Who would needleſly 
run the danger of any loſs > Eſpecially of lo- 
ſing himfelf, which 1s the greateſt loſs that is 
poſlible ? and yet That we have reaſon to ex- 
pect from the juſt indignation of God, if we 
{hall reject the great benefit that he hath given 
us, to be born in the womb, and bredup in 
the boſom of ſuch a Church. 

No doubt you hear, (for who does not? ) 


| on every fide the voices of them that would al- 


lure you, or would threaten you out of it. 


But whatſoever they ſay, remember what the 


68 


eA Sermon 


C 2 ) Matth. 
XXIV. 23. 
Mar, X111.21. 


Philoſopher made the firſt part of wiſdom) 
wma «mp * do not believe all that is faid-. 


Remember how our Saviour forewarned, (a 

if any tell you, Chriſt is bere, or Chriſt ts there, be- 
lieve bim not. It Antiquity be pretended on 
the one hand, if large boafts of Purity on the 
other, many fine things are ſaid, believe them 
not. And if many have been ſeduced by theſe 
means, let them anſwer for themſelves : you - 
had beſt to look before you follow them. If 
many have fallen oft from our Church, ſo did 


"many from Chriſt. But ſome were wiſer, 


Cb) John v1. 
_ 


and conſidered what they ſhould get by it. 
They laid, (b) whither ſhould we 20 ? Thou haſt 
the words of eternal life. It our Church has but 
that, whatever ſhe wants elle, it will be. our 
wiſeſt way to continue in it. 

Bur then ſecondly, you are to continue in 
thoſe Characters by which it appears tobe a 
true Church : And to exerciſe your Commu- 
nion in all the Acts that belong to theſe. Cha- 
racers; namely in the Apoſtles Dofrine, and 
Fellowſhip, and in the Sacraments, and in Prayers. 


(992 Timvi, Firſt tor Dorine; Hold faſt (c) the form of 
Cl ) Jude ſound words which you have received.Contend (d)) ear- 


verle 3. 


neſtly for the faith that was once delivered to the Saints. 
Seck itnotin muddy Streams, but in the living 
| | | Foun- 
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Fountains of Scripture. All Scripture (a) is (2) 2 Tim- 
given by inſpiration from God ; and is enough to 17: 
make the man of Ged perfeft, and throughly furnifht 
toevery 2ood work, It is ſufficient tro make us 
wiſe (b) to ſalvation : So that if we mind only (b)Vel 15. 
that, we have no need of any other, and yet 
we would tefuſe no other that could be made 
out, as this is, to be the Do&trine of the Apo- 
les of Chriſt. | 
Secondly, as to the Apoſtles Fefowſhip, we 
have heard it is continued in the Biſhops their 
Succeſlors. Therefore we ought to take heed - 
how we break Communion with them. We 
are both toacknowledg, and make uſe of their 
Miniſtery ; to obey them (c) in ſpiritual things, (c)Heb. xiii. 
as being thole that muſt give account for our ſouls. "7: 
Thirdly, far the Sacraments and Worfhip of 


God, forſake not the aſſembling of your ſelves to- 


 2ether, © (d) nor run into ſeparate Meetings, as (4) Heb, x- 


the manner of ſome #8. Some will alway be 25: 
ſtragling ; we cannot help what they do, and 

what they. do among themſelves we do not 

enquire. They-that are of: the Catholic and 
Apoſtolic Church, will be only: for the Catho- 

lic and Apoſtolic Sacraments, Namely, for 

thoſe which Chriſt himlelf- inſtituted in his 

Church : - Baptiſmy by which we ate (e) planted ( e) Rom. vi. 


into 7 
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(a) 1 Cor. WE keep up the remembrance of it (a) till be comes. 


Rl. 2 6, 


' the Characters of it, our bulineſs is co profit 


(b) 2 Pet.,iii. 
IS, 


of Religion; or the more ſenſe one hath, he 


gion hath no comfort for higa that is and will 


| knowledg of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


int Chriſts death - and the Lords Supper in which "2 


We have allo the ſame worſhip of God, which 
was in the Apoſtles times, and which hath 
been ever ſince in the Church. They who are 
now Saints in Heaven, while they were upon . 
earth, prayed to no other but God only. If 
we pray not to them, they will excuſe us, we 
do as they did. And we doit in aſſurance that 
the ſame worſhip which they uſed, will bring 
us (as it did them) to be Saints-in Heaven too, 
if we continue in it, * 

Laſtly continuing in the Church, and in all 


by all theſe, to grow (b) in grace, and in the 


It concerns us, not only to be in a true 
Church, but to ſee that we our ſelves are true 
Chriſtians ; and that can no otherwiſe appear, 
than in the likeneſs of Chriſt, in Righteouſneſs 
and Holineſs of life. Without this, though 
you be of a true Church, you will not be ſo 
long, or you will be ſo ro-no purpeſe. A 
wicked life will, in time, eat out all the ſenſe 


will find the leſs comfort in Ours. Our Reli- 
be 
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be Wicked. Our Religion hath no Purgatory 
to keep him from Hell. Our Religion can 
make him no penny-worths of Heaven. ' Our 
Religion hath no pardon for fin, but on Re- 
pentance ; No Repentance, but on real amend- 
« nit of Life. He that cannot come to that, 
Alas! what does he in our Religion 2 As' it 
cannot, if he knows it, but be uncaſte to him 
ſo he will make himſelf unworthy of it. He 
will provoke God to deprive him of the bene 
fit. Anditis all one which way he deprives 
him ; whether by letting him now run out of 
the Church, or whether by ſhutting him out 
of Heaven at the laſt. For that it will come 
to, when all is done, without holineſs there is 
na coming thither. Without holineſs (a) naman (4) Heb. xy. 
foall ſee the Lord, None ſhall, If you want” 
that, not you in particular; and then what 
| will your Religion fignihe > Though your 
Church hath all that the Apoſtles Church had; 
What good will this do you, if you periſh in 
it > Though your Ship will go its Voyage, what 
is that to you, if you die of a ſarfeir by.che way? 
Though you have the True Doctrine, Commu. 
nipn, Sacraments, and Prayers, what com- 
fort will all this give you in that terribleday ? 
Yea, what Horror will'ic be, that being placed 
| well 


well by God, you are. fallen from it > You have 
loſt, you have thrown away that great Blefling . 
Ca) Heb. vi. that he had given you: -_ _- | «Fe BY 
9.  . Beloved (a.) we hope better things of you, and 
things that accompany Salvation,though we thus ſpeak. 
I Hope, and therefore Pray, that all char. 
hear me this day may. be the better for being 
of ſucha Church. God intended we ſhould. 
He! has dealt exceeding. graciouſly with us. 
Ryt yet he expects that we ſhould do ſome-. 
thing for our ſelves: That confidering the Op- _ 
pertunity that is put in onr hands, Seeing how 
near God has brought us to the Kingdom of 
Heaven, ., Seeing.nothing-but our own fins be- 
tween;us and it, (ſhould that fight make 
us fly 'out; and ſeek other ways; ways 
that God never made nor will bleſs * Nay ra- 
+ther) we ſhould break through our f1ns, and go 
the way that he calls us in his Word; there 
can be no better, there is no other than this. 

So performing his deſign, purſuing the ends 
of our Calling, living ſuitably to our 'excel- 
lent Religion : We are indeed the followers 
of the Apoſtles in this life, arid ſhall. be with 
them hereafter in the bleſſedneſsof Lite Ever- 
laſting. ; Ht 
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